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			     One day, Jared the hippopotamus woke up to go for a stroll in the African savanna. Jared was a small hippo who had short gray hair, big eyes, big feet, and a small tail. Jared was one of the happiest hippos in the savanna. He was optimistic, positive, and hopeful. Jared loved going for walks and swimming.
    He often walked to work. His job was working at a local swimming hole. He walked really far to work, but he enjoyed it. Jared’s best friend Fred worked at the swimming hole with him. They both love their job. Fred loved swimming just like Jared. 
	

	One day, when Jared was walking, he passed some tree and cacti. Jared loved walking past the beautiful scenery. That’s why he loved walking so much. Jared was a really cheerful guy and was always happy. He is also really careful and aware, but one day he wasn’t paying attention and fell into a big hole! Jared was shocked and scared.
	“Help help!” Jared called out. 
	Fred was walking to work and he happened to hear Jared calling for help. Fred ran to the hole to see what happened.  
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				Fred saw Jared in the hole and asked “What happened?” 
	“I wasn’t aware and fell in this hole,” said Jared. 
	“Hang in there. I’m going to get help,” Fred said. 
	Jared normally doesn’t get worried, but at this time he really was because he hates being late for work. 
	Jared was really stressed and when he gets stressed, he gets hungry. Jared is feeling hungry and angry at the same time so he decided to eat some of the grass inside the hole. After he ate the grass, Jared was still feeling stressed and slowly becoming more and more tired. He decided to take a nap. 

	Jared was making himself comfortable by thumping around a little. When he was thumping, he felt something hard underneath him. It was a pipe and it was leaking water! Normally, Jared likes water but this was sewer water and it made Jared feel icky. Now Jared’s plan to nap was ruined. 
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			Meanwhile, Fred was getting help so he ran into town. He was trying to get as many people as he could. Fred got his friends, Jareds friends that lived in town, anybody really. After Fred got all the people they went to the blacksmiths get shovels. After they ran as fast as they could to Jared. By the time they got there the sewer water already went halfway up! But Jared was just floating on the top.

Right before the got there they were stopped by elephants crossing right in front of the hole. But they could see Jared in the hole. After the elephants crossed they got to Jared. They used the shovels to try to dig him out, but because of the water, it made the dirt fall back in. They tried and tried but couldn’t do it. Jared was getting really nervous, icky, and hungry. Jared was getting super sleepy, so sleepy that he almost fell asleep floating on top of the water.


			

		

	
		
			Meanwhile, Fred was getting help so he ran into town. He was trying to get as many people as he could. Fred got his friends, Jareds friends that lived in town, anybody really. After Fred got all the people they went to the blacksmiths get shovels. After they ran as fast as they could to Jared. By the time they got there the sewer water already went halfway up! But Jared was just floating on the top.

Right before the got there they were stopped by elephants crossing right in front of the hole. But they could see Jared in the hole. After the elephants crossed they got to Jared. They used the shovels to try to dig him out, but because of the water, it made the dirt fall back in. They tried and tried but couldn’t do it. Jared was getting really nervous, icky, and hungry. Jared was getting super sleepy, so sleepy that he almost fell asleep floating on top of the water.


			

		

	
		
			“I have an idea!  Let’s build an excavator!” Fred said.
So, they go back to town to get the materials.  When they got to town, it turns out none of the materials were in stock!  Instead, they went to the construction team to borrow an excavator.  So, they came back with the excavator.  While Jared was still in the hole, he used a piece of dirt to clog the leaked pipe to stop the water.  Because Jared got so tired, he couldn’t float anymore and was just standing in the water.  The water was up to his neck.

When Fred arrived, he used the excavator to dig Jared out.  Fred dug a slope for Jared to walk out.  Jared was saved!  Jared ran to the pool and went in the showers because he felt all icky then jumped in the pool.  It was okay that he was late because his class was delayed.  He was so happy because he got to relax in the pool! He thanked Fred for helping him.  He got to enjoy his day!
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			Alexa Is 9 years old. She is form Southern California. Her hobbies are snowboarding, golfing, and basketball. Her story’s inspiration does not have a particular one. Her favorite part was the resolution. 
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