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			• • • PROLOGUE • • •

Her name is Bubbles. She craves only vengeance. (And blood.)
	How dare her own parents act like she would destroy the world, and cast her away like a mere wave? 
	Well, that was exactly what she was going to do anyway. But how DARE they make ASSUMPTIONS? How rude.
	Bubbles's grip on her bubble-shooting staff tightened, her tentacle curling around it. She lurked around in the darkest depths of the ocean, letting the ocean know about her octopus-ness.

Her breath hitched, though, when she spotted a soft white glow surrounded by several moon jellyfish. Bubbles moved closer, dodging the jellyfish. She squinted. Was that an oversized pearl?
	She slowly backed away to fetch something.


Later, when Bubbles returned, one of her tentacles was curled around an ancient scroll. She opened it up. It was about the Heavenly Pearl of Heavenly Origins of Heavenly Heavens. Was this giant pearl it?
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			Rumor had it that this Pearl strangely affected the fish around it. So...
	Bubbles snatched the closest jellyfish and forced its tendrils to sting the Pearl. A huge shockwave happened, and she was suddenly thrust back in the water.

• • • CHAPTER ONE: Fish Tea • • •

I am Sharky White. 24, in shark years. I am a detective with no case. I am a shark with no bite (I still have teeth though). I also have a hat and a monocle.
	You may be wondering, why would a shark have a monocle? My answer is, I'm a DETECTIVE.  A fancy one. Monocles aren't only for octopuses!
	Speaking of which, I'd just finished getting dressed. My hat and monocle were both on. I sipped my fish tea like what the old sharks call a "distinguished gentleman".
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				"It's time for work," I decided. I set my tea down and floated upright in the water, swimming out of my humble cave abode. It was time... time to search for cases to solve. Immediately I spotted an anemone. Surely there'd be clownfish there!
	I swam closer and peered at the anemone. "Anyone home?" I asked. 
	A clownfish stuck its head out at me. "Hi, I-" It blinked at me, then screeched, "AHHHHHHHHHHHH! SHARK! GET OUT!" And then it hid in its home. Yeah, that's the usual response I get.
	I scratched my dorsal fin awkwardly. "You got a case for me to solve?" 
	It poked its head back out, glared at me, and hid again. Ouch. 
	Soon after, I went around asking more sea animals for cases. They all sent me away.

	I sighed, swimming down to the sea floor. Why did everyone hate sharks? I glanced across a coral reef, spotting another cave. Time to go ask. 

• • • CHAPTER TWO - The Case of the Jelly Jitters • • •

I went right ahead to head towards the cave, but something blocked my path. It was brightly-colored. It had stingy thingies. It was...
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				"A JELLYFISH!!" I screeched at the top of my... gills? Keep in mind I have a very deep voice. "Get your stingy thingies AWAY FROM ME!" I was deathly afraid of these things.
	"Excuse me? These are my TENdrils!" it replied haughtily. "Get it? 'Cause I have ten of them."
	Oh, great. Terrifying AND unfunny.
	"Go away," I snapped shakily. 
	Thankfully, it backed away. I swam into the cave and peeked through. "Hello?" I whispered.
	An old fish blinked back at me. "Great," she grunted. "A great white shark, and as a detective. Come in. I love predators."
	That was odd. Most fish despised me. "You LIKE sharks?" I asked.
	She looked confused. "All fish do," rasped the old fish. "Meet my friend here."

	Suddenly a tiger shark appeared behind her, its jaws wide enough to swallow her whole, but then it closed its mouth. "Look, kid, if you wanna know why the fish are like this, go to the bottom of the ocean. Then you'll find the answer."
	I shook my head and swam out, only to be faced with the same jellyfish from one minute ago.
	"The bottom of the ocean? Sounds FISHY," it remarked. "I'm Peanut Butter by the way. Peanut Butter the Jellyfish."
	"SHUT UPPPP!" I yelled, fearfully.
	"Nice hat," it offered. "I bet you're popular and FANcy. Because FAN in fancy. Get it?"
	"SHUT UP!" I shouted, and quickly swam away. "I'm on a case."
	"About what?" Peanut Butter/PB asked.
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				"About strange fish behavior," I snapped. "That tiger shark was about to eat her, and she was so friendly about it! We have to do something."
	"I'll come with you," Peanut Butter offered. "To the bottom of the ocean. I'll help. Shell yeah, this case will be cracked."
	I was still terrified, though. "You better not sting me with your bad jokes," I muttered. Yet we still went.

• • • CHAPTER THREE - The Sting Operation • • •

Together, My Worst Fear and I ventured deeper underwater. I stayed away from his stingy thingies, terrified. 
	"Look! An ancient scroll," PB exclaimed. "Let's read it. Maybe it holds the answers!"
	I peered at it closely. "The Heavenly Pearl of Heavenly Origins of Heavenly 

Heavens? THAT'S what this scroll's about?"
	"I guess," Peanut Butter murmured. "Look. It says this 'Heavenly Pearl' once glowed at the top of the sea. One day, a huge storm came, and the Pearl casted its light across the sky to chase it away."
	"The dead sea life above were so impressed they invited it to ascend to the heavens and join them," I continued, reading the old torn scroll. "But it affected the minds of all sea life, tearing apart the barrier between predators and their prey. The dead sea life sent it back to the Pacific Ocean–here–and its glow dimmed like its powers.
	"Something must've reactivated it!" PB exclaimed. "Hmm. I SEA the problem now."
	"STOP WITH THE JOKES AAAAAAAA!" I cried. I tucked the scroll under my hat, angry that my worst fear told the worst puns. "We have to find this Pearl
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			thing. If fish lose their fear of predators, they'll all get eaten!"
	Both of us agreed we needed to find it even deeper underwater. We kept swimming and eventually came across a huge underwater cavern.

"Wow, Sharky! It's massive!" PB gasped. 
	"How do you know my name?" I asked sharply.
	The jellyfish pointed to my name tag. "No need to be so SHARK. Get it? Because shark sounds like sharp?"
	

	I groaned and kept swimming. I noticed how there were somehow air pockets at the top of the cavern, and tried to swim closer to the sand. As we headed in deeper, I gasped at the sight of a giant clam with what must be the Heavenly Pearl of Heavenly- ok I give up.
	"The-" PB began, but was cut off as a baby octopus popped out of nowhere.
	She had a crown with 8 jewels, and a bubble machine for a staff. And she looked EVIL.
	"Aww! She's ADORABLE!" Peanut Butter gushed. "Awww, don't you look so cute? Yes you are, yes-"
	"SHUT. UP!" The octopus glared at us. "I am Bubbles, she who craves BLOOD- I mean, vengeance. You'll never get this Pearl! MWAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAAA!!!!!" She disappeared, then reappeared, then snatched the clam, then disappeared.
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				"Does she know she took the clam and not the Pearl?" I asked.
	PB shrugged. "Who knows?" he replied. "Let's disable this Pearl. It's kind of getting overrated  at this point."
	"But how?" I demanded.
	"Try touching it," he suggested, stretching out his tendril to the Pearl.
	I closed my eyes and did the same with my fin. Suddenly a huge shockwave was released, and we were thrust back in the water.

• • • AFTERWARD • • •

The Heavenly Pearl of (gibberish) was destroyed thanks to detective Sharky White and jellyfish companion Peanut Butter. All fishes' minds have returned to normal. Sharky claims to have conquered his fear of jellyfish, and PB continues to tell bad... ahem, SHARKtastic puns, earning himself a job as a comedian.

• • • BUBBLES' POV • • •

Bubbles sat in the dark, her tentacles tentacle-ing angrily.
	"I'll get them someday," she swore. "Someday soon. I've got to BUBBLE-ieve in myself."

• • • TO BE CONTINUED • • •

(Flip to next page for Pun Paradise)

[image: ]
13

14


			

		

	
		
				"Does she know she took the clam and not the Pearl?" I asked.
	PB shrugged. "Who knows?" he replied. "Let's disable this Pearl. It's kind of getting overrated  at this point."
	"But how?" I demanded.
	"Try touching it," he suggested, stretching out his tendril to the Pearl.
	I closed my eyes and did the same with my fin. Suddenly a huge shockwave was released, and we were thrust back in the water.

• • • AFTERWARD • • •

The Heavenly Pearl of (gibberish) was destroyed thanks to detective Sharky White and jellyfish companion Peanut Butter. All fishes' minds have returned to normal. Sharky claims to have conquered his fear of jellyfish, and PB continues to tell bad... ahem, SHARKtastic puns, earning himself a job as a comedian.

• • • BUBBLES' POV • • •

Bubbles sat in the dark, her tentacles tentacle-ing angrily.
	"I'll get them someday," she swore. "Someday soon. I've got to BUBBLE-ieve in myself."

• • • TO BE CONTINUED • • •

(Flip to next page for Pun Paradise)

[image: ]
13

14


			

		

	
		
			• • • PUN PARADISE • • •

Peanut Butter Puns

• "Excuse me? These are my TENdrils. Get it? 'Cause I have ten of them." - PB, pg 8
• "The bottom of the ocean? Sounds FISHY." - PB, pg 9
• "I bet you're popular and FANcy. Because FAN in fancy. Get it?" - PB, pg 9
• "SHELL yeah! This case will be CRACKED!" - PB, pg 10
• "Hmm. I SEA the problem now." - PB, pg 11
• "No need to be so SHARK. Get it? Because shark sounds like sharp?" - PB, pg 12


OUT-OF-BOOK PUNS

• "Sharky, don't KRILL my vibe."
• "Sharky White is a SEA-soned detective."
• "The Heavenly Pearl was truly a SEA-real sight."

• "At first, Sharky didn't want to share his case with me, which I think is a bit SHELLfish of him."

SHARKY'S NOTES: This one made an actual shellfish faint.

• "I like to REEF books."
• "That case was even easier than Finding Nemo."
• "I love sea urchins, but all my jokes about them are a little POINTED."
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