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				Hello! My name is Samir. I love exploring new places and making new friends. I've been to Peru, India, Iceland, Greece and Australia. I made so many animal friends too! Who will meet today? Come with me let's find out! She is right at the door. 
	I open the door and saw hazel eyes, curved ears, black and white streaks on her body and a furry tail. What could she be? She is a red panda! Red pandas are great climbers. "I am Yuni," she says, "I'll bring you somewhere fun to explore." 
	We walk through a grass field, I see a big tree with light pink flowers. "That is a cherry blossom tree, they smell like vanilla, rose, and lilac. They are very traditional here," Yuni explains.

Dedicated to: Chiapeng and Sammi
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				Following the trail, I see a small pond up ahead filled with dozens of fish. "Those are koi fish. The water splashes as they swim around the pond. Koi fish have bright patterns on their bodies," Yuni remarked.
	Then, we went to a market. There are lots of street vendors selling things. I see a vendor selling fabric, I touch one of them it is smooth and soft. What is it? "It's called silk, it came from China a long time ago. Silk can make perfect clothes for hot weather," Yuni says.
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				All this hiking is making me hungry. "Don't worry, I know a great place to eat lunch," Yuni offers. When we walked half way to the restaurant there was a lot of traffic going on the streets. "What should we do?" Cried Yuni. 
	After we thought for a moment, Yuni came up with an idea. "How about we take a taxi," she suggests. It took us 20 minutes until we were at the restaurant. When we arrived at the restaurant, they offered us two traditional foods, what could they be? "It is Ramen and Sushi," Yuni tells me. I take a bite, ramen contains noodles, seaweed, pork and eggs. Sushi is also good too. It has seaweed, rice, ham, cucumbers and sauce. They both taste delicious and give me colorful boosts of energy too! "Eat faster Samir. I have one last place to show you," Yuni said. 
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				While exploring this new place, I met Yuni who helped me on this journey. We saw vanilla smelling cherry blossom trees, beautiful patterned koi fish, delicious ramen and sushi and the Tokyo Pokémon center. Where in the world are we? We are in Japan! Japan is known for it's tasty cuisines and it's inspiring culture. When I got home, I couldn't stop thinking about the adventure I just had. I had a lot of fun! Did you? I can't wait to have another one!

	After that, Yuni showed me a short building made of glass. There were a lot of cartoony toys inside. "That Pokémon, it came from a movie," Yuni said. "This is the Tokyo Pokémon center. You'll find out that people who like the movie come here very often."
	As we walk deeper into the building I see sculptures, pots, and paintings all around me. It almost feels like I'm in a museum. "I think it's Tim to rap it up. Let's go outside," Yuni Says. 
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			About the Author 

[image: ]
Emily lives in San Jose, she is eight years old. She likes cooking, crafting, reading, and playing with her sister. She got the idea for this book from another book on Epic. She especially liked the part where they eat ramen. Coincidentally, that is her favorite food. She hopes you've enjoyed her book. She looks forward to writing more!

THE END!
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