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			  Ding! Ding! Click. Spring! Chomp!!! As Skie walked to school, she couldn't help but be excited. Tomorrow was her Stone Day!

  In the hidden town of Jade, children are given a jade necklace from their mom or dad. When the child turns thirteen, their stone will glow red or blue. It was once said it could flash white, but white glows were extinct, or at least told to be.

  "Skie!! You excited, girl?" Skie's best friend, Kati asked her.
  "Kati, why wouldn't I be?"
  That day of school seemed to last forever. Math, Language Arts, and History information never made it into Skie's head. She was thinking about her stone day!

That night, Skie slept early. Tomorrow was the biggest day of her life! Little did she know, she was in for a big surprise... 
  Ding! Ding! 6:00 A.M. Skie practically fell out of bed. She bolted into her bathroom, speed brushing her teeth. Then she quickly changed out of her pajamas.
  In the kitchen, Skie made some toast for herself. Click. Spring! Then, she skipped over to the Stone Stage, where Stone Day ceremonies were held.
  At the Stone Stage, Skie waited impatiently at the back of the line. She wanted to go now! One by one, the people in front of her went. Kati's stone glowed blue, that meant she could turn into a water phoenix. 
  Will my stone glow red or blue? Skie wondered. Or will it glow white? Said another tiny voice in her head. No way. White glows were extinct. Right?
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			  Finally, it was Skie's turn. 
  "Welcome to the stage, Skie Morningster!!!" The announcer, Barly, boomed. Skie skipped onto the stage. Then slowly and quietly, her stone glowed an eerie white. The crowd was dead silent. Skie stared at her stone. No, this can't be! She thought.
  "Ghost." Barly choked out. Suddenly, the room was filled with fire and water attacks. All aimed for Skie. A thick, frosty ice shield appeared in front of Skie, protecting her from the attacks.
  Skie was too shocked to speak. How could her stone glow white? "Tell me this is a joke," She said. The last thing she saw when she passed out was Barly shaking his head. Then the world tipped on its axis because Skie could never be normal. 
  "I'm telling you, she must be banished from Jade!" Skie blinked. Where was she?
  "No. She didn't do anything yet!" That was Barly! Skie realized that she was in a small cell.
  "Yet... That's the key word," Wait, was that the new mayor? "This is for Jade, Barly."

  The next thing she knew, she was being dragged onto Central Stage, where the mayor made announcements.
  "What are you doing?" Skie squeaked. But they ignored her.
  Then, in a loud, clear voice, the mayor spoke. "We all know what Ghost Phoenixes have done in the past. They have destroyed our beloved home. So this," he pointed at Skie "This, this monster should be banished from Jade." A roar from the crowd supported the mayor. Barly put his hand on Skie's shoulder and guided her out the gates.
  Skie spotted Kati backing away from the crowd with anger and sadness in her eyes. Her best friend. "Good luck, kid," Said Barly once they walked through the gates.
  "Bye Barly," Skie sighed. She might never see her home again.
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			  Skie walked along a trail on Mount Snow. She heard wing beats behind her. A water Phoenix! As the bird landed, it started to turn human.
  "Kati? What are you doing here?" Skie asked.
  Making sure you were all right," Kati replied. "Let's go find shelter!" Then they ran off.
  "A cave! C'mon Kati!" Skie said after a few hours of searching.
  "Who are you? Why are you here?" A sharp voice sounded from inside the cave.
  In a flash, Kati was next to Skie. "She was exiled from Jade for being a Ghost Phoenix." Kati explained. "Who are you?"
  "A Ghost Phoenix. Guess Winter and I can teach you the ways of Ghost Phoenixes. I'm Addy, a Ghost Phoenix, just like you, Skie."
  The following week, Skie trained with Addy and Winter, launching balls of ghostly light at targets and attacking in phoenix form. 

  One day after training, Winter approached Skie. 
  "You should go back to Jade and fight for what's right. Do it for everyone. I've seen what your new mayor has done. Houses are being torn down for boot factories even though they have loads of long lasting boots." At Skie's stunned expression, she continued. "You can do this. I bet lots of people would support and rebel with you. Gain supporters."
  Back in Jade, after months of gaining supporters, Skie was ready. She stepped into the mayor's building with her fellow rebels. The room exploded with fireballs, the mayor's favorite type of attack. There! That was the evil mayor!
  Skie faced the mayor. "You shouldn't have done that! I would never be evil. You are! You tore down houses of innocent people just to make boot factories? We have long lasting boots, all of us people!"
  "You should have been banished. You would kill like all the others of your kind. And boots always wear out. We need more." Then, he turned into a fire phoenix. 
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			  Skie matched him in her phoenix form and slammed into him. He was knocked out of the air, hit the cold stone floor, and turned human, unconscious.
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  "I'll arrest him." Skie turned around and faced the young man that didn't seem to be much older than her. He looked like the mayor. "I'm sorry about what my father did to you, Skie. You should have been treated like any other person." Then he walked toward his unconscious father.
  Later that day, the law had been changed. Because of Skie, everyone no longer believed Ghost Phoenixes were evil. But there was one more thing Skie had to do before she could rest.
  "Addy, Winter. Would you like to live in Jade instead of this cold cave? It would be great. You would have a great, soft bed to sleep in, a warm house, and lots more." 
  "Of course."
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  The author of this book, Olivia C, loves to imagine different stories to write about (even though she never really writes them down.) Her favorite color is purple, her favorite animal is a cat, and most of all, she's thankful for you for reading this book!
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