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			Once upon a time, there was a flamingo whose name was Ruby.

Ruby the flamingo always wanted to swim but she never knew how.

Every afternoon, Ruby would go to the edge of the pond.

How she wished she could know how to swim with the fish in the pond!

 So one afternoon, Ruby was watching fish swim in the pond.

Suddenly, a feeling of confidence swirled inside Ruby.
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			Ruby thought about what she could do when she could swim, so Ruby got her confidence and…… jumped in the pond with a splash!

Ruby looked around and tried paddling to swim but it didn’t work so she tried flapping  her wings but that just scared the fish away.

Ruby sadly paddled back to the edge of the pond.

She stood sadly by the pond.

Suddenly, a cheetah named Lily appeared and she said, “Do you want to swim?” 
Ruby answered, “Yes!”

Lily said, ”OK, try flapping your wings and padding.”
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			So Ruby got in the pond and flapped her wings and it worked!

Ruby swam in a circle and thanked Lily for her help.

Then she swam back to the jungle where Lily was they became best friends!

THE END

The lesson is to never give up, just like Ruby the flamingo.
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			About the Author 

Kaia is a seven year old, who lives in San Jose, California. She really likes dance, drawing, playing, and writing. Kaia wrote this book because she was inspired by the color pink on the flamingo and the way cheetahs run fast. Her favorite part of the story is where Lily and Ruby became friends. She is good at writing.
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