
		
			[image: ]
By Kayla M


			

		

	
		
			“OOOF! YEOWCH!” Yup, that’s me, clumsy as a chicken. 
“Get up, Arianna. Dust yourself off. You have chores to do,” said Mom, even though I just face-planted into the dry dirt. We live on a hill on in the woods next to a strange old woman people call Mrs. Porter. Nothing really grows up here. It’s only me, mom, and sis. Dad died in a car crash. Ever since then, I’ve been determined to bring him back.

But there’s one thing about our house that’s special. There’s a forbidden staircase that leads to who knows where. The forbidden staircase was made by ancient cavemen who believed it would bring good luck. Then the house was built around it.

“Arianna, go fetch some water from the well.” Mom asked.
“Why can’t we just install a faucet?” I wondered. 
“You know money is tight. If only you got a job, we could get a faucet! So don’t act like a spoiled brat!” Mom replied with a sneer.  
“This is the last straw,” I thought. My stomach knotted up, but I knew this was the right thing to do.
“How can I be spoiled if I don’t have anything?!” I screamed, then ran up the forbidden staircase.
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			Putrid sour odor filled my nose. I ran up and up. Then I bumped into a silky cobweb. 
“EWWW! GROSS!” I exclaimed. While running up the stairs, I frantically tried to peel off the webs from my face. Still breathing the thick odor, I started gagging uncontrollably.
“Hold your breath, Arianna,” I told myself. After what felt like eons, I finally reached the top. Gasping for breath, I stumbled upon a man. Huh, he looked familiar. This man had wavy chestnut blonde hair, blue eyes that sparkled like diamonds, a black flannel t-shirt, and baggy pants. Then I started to notice everything around me. It looked more peaceful than I imagined. Fluffy white clouds floated around me, the vibrant blue sky flashed in my eyes. I suddenly realized that I was in heaven.
“Wait,.....D-Dad?” I choked out, breathing hard. I hadn’t seen Dad for over ten years. 
“Arianna?!” He questioned me. Then, my dad and I started talking in our own happy language. It reminded me of the good old times.

“Dad, I’ve missed you so much!” I screamed.
“Same as you, munchkin,” Dad replied lovingly. Then, a different man appeared in front of me. “Hello, my child. I’m the ruler of heaven. But I am here to inform you that you cannot stay here. If you do, you will move on from life.” I felt butterflies in my stomach and my jaw dropped to the floor.
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			“Go, my love, leave here,” Dad replied, his face full of sorrow. 
“But Dad, I just want to be with you! God, can’t you bring him back?”
“I’m very sorry, but I cannot.” 
“It’s okay, you can always come back and visit,” Dad reassured.
“Okay, I understand,” I sighed. Boy, was I going to miss him. As I scurried to the exit, I saw the twisting staircase. But wait. There were two winding stairways. 
“Welp,...the right side is always right. Right?” I thought. So I started descending to the unknown. It was much darker than last time. So I just closed my eyes and ran down the twisty stairs screaming my head off. 
“AAAAAAAIIIII!!” Right then,
“Ssssss.” Snakes. Tons of snakes. Snakes swarming around me.
“Popular, were gonna be popuuularr,” I sang with all my might. To my surprise, the swarming snakes left. I quickly sprinted to the exit,
“Yess!” I shouted in relief. I am never going up there again!
		Even though Dad wasn’t here with me, I know his soul would always be by my side.
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