


	“Ah, I’m so tired. I don’t want to work here,” Ryan complained. 
	Ryan lived in a very poor village in South Africa. His parents had to work in a farm to help grow plants. Ryan was also in the farm working. His job was to feed the chickens.

	In school, Ryan had been bullied by another student who said means things about his family. The bully also talked about his unique power, Ryan had the ability to talk to animals. 
	One day, at school, Ryan met a girl named Mia. She’d bumped in to him where the book Mia borrowed hit Ryan’s forehead and started to bleed. 
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	Mia said, I’m so sorry!” “Are you ok?” 
	Ryan said, “Kind of...,” 
	Ryan and Mia quickly went to the nurse and helped Ryan to heal.
	Days passed and Ryan was starting to get better. 
	“Glad that you’re okay. I was so scared!” 
	Ryan said, ‘ How about we become best friends!”
	Mia said, “Sure, we can be best friends.”



	After school, Ryan headed home.
	When Ryan went back to the village, he saw people from the village are surrounding his dad. He walked up and he saw people fighting for food and water. Because it is not rained for months, the plants and crops were dying. And because it is dry in Africa, there was not a lot of water source to drink.
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	The problem continued on for days. And one day, Ryan and his family were working in the farm when Ryan heard something in the bushes. Ryan started to panic, wondering what was in the bush. When he walked through the bush, he came across a fierce lion looking for help. It was trapped by a net. 
	Ryan started to wonder what he should do. 
	Suddenly, he looked out and saw hunters running towards the lion. So Ryan did something! He used his knife to cut the web and managed to take the lion away safely. They tried to hide, but they couldn’t. 
	The hunter yelled after them, “You kid, come back or else!” 
	ROAR. The lion suddenly lunged at the hunter, defending Ryan. 
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	They immediately read away. Ryan knew the lion would help keep him safe, so he took him to the village and gave him some meat to eat. 
	Meanwhile, the hunters went back to their camp. The boss was really angry because they hadn’t captured the lion like they were supposed to. Everyone was desperate nowadays for food, water, and money. 
	“You dummy.” The boss spoke to his hunters. “You can’t even capture the lion! You’re all a bunch of scraps!” 
	“We’re sorry, boss.” 
	“Then go back and get that lions!” The boss demanded.

	During work time at the farm, Ryan left the lion in a safe area. However, while he was working, her saw the lion who he’d saved surrounded by the hunters again. 	Ryan didn’t want to see his new friend get hurt. So he picked up a nearby stick and began to intimidate the hunters. 	“Don’t hurt my friend!” Ryan fearfully shouted. 	The hunters retreated, scared, but the lion did not want to retreat. The lion lunged at the hunter. They were terrified. So they ran back to tell their boss.
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	When the hunters arrived back at their camp, they found their boss.
	“Boss, one of our men is badly injured. The lion lunged at him!” 
	“You bunch of scraps!” The boss yelled in anger. “I guess I will have to go capture that lion myself!” 

	The next day the boss went to the field and started to search for the lion. Ryan was hiding in the bush and saw everything, he quickly run back to find the lion and used his powers to communicate with the lion. Telling him that he needed to run away. But the lion ran the opposite way. Ryan was trying to keep the lion away, but it was too late. He heard a “snap!” From the net. !The lion was hurt.

	Ryan thought the lion was gravely hurt. Tears ran down from his cheeks towards the ground. Ryan grabbed a stick and wanted to tackle the boss, but the boss tackled him first, pushing Ryan to the ground. 

	“You’re just a little kid. Do you honestly think that you can stop me?!” The boss yelled.
	Ryan ran to the lion’s side and said, “Stop hurting him!” But as the lion was hurt, the lion used his sharp claws to break the trap. He broke free and tackled the boss to the ground. 
	The lion fearfully roared, in his lion-way saying “Go away!”
	The hunters were scared again, and they ran away. 
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	When Ryan looked back, the lion was gone. Sure, the hunters were gone, but Ryan missed his friend. 
	All of a sudden, Ryan saw something in the distance. It was his friend, the lion! Ryan ran over to hug him. They were reunited.
	Ryan and his village, along with all of the lions in South Africa lived together happily. They helped each other gather food, water, and anything else the other needed. The rest of their lives were happy and healthy... together.

The End
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