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			     The clang and clash of swords. "Why is this happening?" You might ask. Well let's start from the beginning.

It was a normal morning for me. If you can call your sparkling green house surrounded by bright, prickly cacti normal.
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				So I went to Food Joe who said he was selling a piece of pork. After that my friend Bod told me about a place where cacti don't exist. He also said that the mayor and Food Joe were the only ones who knew about it. So I told Food Joe to tell this to the mayor: "E285SQR5." A secret code to find out where this land was. I would do anything to live somewhere with no cacti.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
				So I went to Food Joe who said he was selling a piece of pork. After that my friend Bod told me about a place where cacti don't exist. He also said that the mayor and Food Joe were the only ones who knew about it. So I told Food Joe to tell this to the mayor: "E285SQR5." A secret code to find out where this land was. I would do anything to live somewhere with no cacti.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			 Joe wouldn't tell me so I went the mayor myself.  I went to ask the mayor and he said, "You have to fight to get there. There will be many obstacles and trials." If it had no cacti I would do almost anything to get there. My first obstacle was an old man. As I defeated the very old man (which was very easy) I reached the next level. As the man was falling asleep, he said "Beware the immortals."
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				That had me worried but it didn't matter. I was going away from the cactus land. When I woke up and looked out the window and I saw ... lava? "Great," I thought, "More curses." Luckily there were rocks that I could jump on, plus a shop to buy things. After buying supplies and defeating 10 more people (you had to do that to rank up), I went to the tower to rank up.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
				That had me worried but it didn't matter. I was going away from the cactus land. When I woke up and looked out the window and I saw ... lava? "Great," I thought, "More curses." Luckily there were rocks that I could jump on, plus a shop to buy things. After buying supplies and defeating 10 more people (you had to do that to rank up), I went to the tower to rank up.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			I had to defeat these trials to get to the land with no lava! First, I had to fight monsters. Then there was a pool challenge to find the exit. Finally, I had to fight against the best fighter in the lava level. My weapon was worn out and I was very tired from swimming. But if I wanted to get to the curse-free final level I had to win. It was hard... I got countless cuts and almost got a cut to the neck. But as I passed out from exhaustion I swung one last time at him.
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			   When I woke up I saw a nice town with no curses or cacti in sight. I did it! I was at the curse-free level. I soon found out that most things here were free and had good quality supplies and everything was perfect.
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			     After ten years of being at the curse-free level I had a dream of people attacking us and we couldn't defeat them. They were... immortal. When I awoke I remembered something from the cactus level. The old man I defeated said, "Beware the immortals." I wonder what that means. I hope we still have some time before they come...

To be continued...


			

		

	
		
			     After ten years of being at the curse-free level I had a dream of people attacking us and we couldn't defeat them. They were... immortal. When I awoke I remembered something from the cactus level. The old man I defeated said, "Beware the immortals." I wonder what that means. I hope we still have some time before they come...

To be continued...


			

		

	
		
			About the author

James likes a lot of things mainly having to do with anime (Japanese style cartoons) and video games. His favorite game is Brawl Stars.  His favorite anime is Yu-Gi-Oh. If he comes to AIW next year he will make the sequel of this series of books. He is currently in 5th grade and lives in California. 
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