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				"Oh, I need to get out right now," I miserably thought. My bright orange shirt was soaked with sweat, and my legs had fallen asleep. It felt like I was in a microwave, but I was actually in a black car, driving on a road in New Zealand with my mom and dad, my brother, and some friends.
	 "Mom, can we stop somewhere and get out?" I inquired. 
	 "Yeah, we could stop at the beautiful beach right there," she replied.
	 "Yes!" I cheered.

	"Hey, does everyone want to go to the beach?" Mom asked. "Sure" and "why not" were the majority of the responses, so we stopped the sweltering car, got out, and walked down to the beach. I could practically hear my aching legs sighing with relief as they loosened and stretched out. The strong smell of sea spray lingered into my nose, and I could hear big waves crashing.
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				As I was walking down the long, winding path leading to the beach, I noticed something that was black, red, and blue on the sandy beach shore. When I arrived at the beach, I ran straight to it and jumped! 
	 "Holy cow!" I exclaimed in disgust. I was staring at a gross dead fish. It had been hollowed out by a hungry seagull.

	I studied it for thirty long minutes, and then decided to tell dad about my find. But before I could do that, a monstrous wave rose up and soaked me from head to toe. My clothes were dripping. So, I told dad, and he took me into the car to change into a fresh set of dry clothes.
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			By the time I was done changing, though, we were late for the scheduled hike Mom had planned that overlooked the whole city. Also, there wasn't a lot of time to get there before the whole thing got canceled by the staff. Even worse, there was rain in the forecast for when we were to hike if we got there.

We all piled into the car and drove off. I could tell that we were going pretty fast, which was weird. 
	"Why are we going so fast?" I asked. 
	"Since you couldn't change faster and now we're late for the hike!" my brother yelled back. 

The speedy car put in the effort, so we weren't that late, only about ten minutes. It did start pouring, but our soaked clothes (my second pair of wet clothes) made it more fun. When we got to our cool hotel, we took nice, warm showers, and the rest of the day was fun.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			By the time I was done changing, though, we were late for the scheduled hike Mom had planned that overlooked the whole city. Also, there wasn't a lot of time to get there before the whole thing got canceled by the staff. Even worse, there was rain in the forecast for when we were to hike if we got there.

We all piled into the car and drove off. I could tell that we were going pretty fast, which was weird. 
	"Why are we going so fast?" I asked. 
	"Since you couldn't change faster and now we're late for the hike!" my brother yelled back. 

The speedy car put in the effort, so we weren't that late, only about ten minutes. It did start pouring, but our soaked clothes (my second pair of wet clothes) made it more fun. When we got to our cool hotel, we took nice, warm showers, and the rest of the day was fun.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
				In the end, we learned to schedule events when there was good weather, and to not plan any right before others. I learned don't get interested in disgusting things.

	Ethan Y. lives in Cupertino, California. He is nine years old. In his free time, Ethan loves to play basketball, soccer, video games, and games. He likes to watch TV and read, too. Ethan hates eating watermelon, so never give him a plate of it.
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