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			"Awooooo!' Howled a wolf. "Awoooo!" My dog, Mango mimicked. "Oh Mango!" I Laughed. "Oh wow, it is hot today," I complained as we stepped in the forest. The forest was full of color. There were lush green trees and the wildest flowers that came in all colors. It was full of life. In the middle of the forest, there was an aqua river with bolders at the edges." Hi Sheila!" Someone yelled. "Ah! Who is it?!" I asked, startled. "'Tis but I, Talia!" She yelled laughing. "Oh, Hi talia!" I laughed. "Hi!" Talia responded.
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Talia and I were B.F.F.s. Talia had brown eyes and black hair while I had brown hair and blue eyes. My favorite color was blue and Talia's was black. We were both special because we both had magic. I had water powers while Talia had earth powers and Mango had wind powers. Even if we were different, we were still B.F.F.s. We ran  to the river. We loved the life and colors out there. We played with the fish for about an hour and then ran home.
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			The next day, Mango and I walked over to Talia's house. We were going to go to the river to practice our magic. Mango was going to play with the animals in the forest. I rang the bell and Talia's mom opened the door to let me in. I sat down on their grey couch waiting for her. One minute later Talia came from her room. "Come on." She exclaimed, " We have no time to w
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Soon, we reached the forest. I gasped! All the plants were wilted. It was quiet. The whole forest was grey. Talia looked around in panic. "What is happening?' She gasped. Mango, trying to call out to the animals, howled, " Awooooo!!!" When their was no response, Mango started running in circles, barking anxiously.
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			Boom!!! A flash of red, bright lightning appeared out of nowhere. Talia and I screamed. "This has to be magic!" I cried. "This is evil magic!" Talia gasped. "I bet evil sorceress Whatshername is up to something again,"I said with fear in my voice. "What are we going to do?" Talia whispered, sounding as scared as me. "Well, I replied, "We can track down Whatshername and try and defeat her."

"How?" Talia asked. "Help me find Whatshername and I will defeat her myself," I replied confidently. "Won't you need our help?" Asked Talia. "No," I replied firmly. Talia nodded. "Okay then," I said, " Let's go"! "But where?" Talia asked. " Mango will guide us." I answered Mango barked, understanding what was happening, sniffed the air, and then ran! We chased him for what felt like a thousand hours until we arrived at Whatshernames pitch black fort.
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			I gulped. The fort was pitch black with red torches along the wall. There was a metal door bolted with locks. I was confident it was the dungeon. I walked along the creepy hallways cautiously. I crept up the staircase. I did not like it here. I finally reached the top of the fort, taking a deep breath as I knocked on the large red and black door, fear churning in my body.

The door opened and I gulped. Whatshername was as tall as a giant with red horns on her head! "Who dares to disturb me!" Whatshername boomed. "Me" I murmured suddenly unsure if I would be able to defeat her. I took a deep breath and spoke louder and clearer. "I have come to request for you to undo the curse you put on the forest and river.," "How dare you!" Whatshername boomed. Pointing her finger at me, a flash of red lightning appeared hitting me, and then I looked around o see I wasn't with her anymore. I was in the dungeon!

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			I gulped. The fort was pitch black with red torches along the wall. There was a metal door bolted with locks. I was confident it was the dungeon. I walked along the creepy hallways cautiously. I crept up the staircase. I did not like it here. I finally reached the top of the fort, taking a deep breath as I knocked on the large red and black door, fear churning in my body.

The door opened and I gulped. Whatshername was as tall as a giant with red horns on her head! "Who dares to disturb me!" Whatshername boomed. "Me" I murmured suddenly unsure if I would be able to defeat her. I took a deep breath and spoke louder and clearer. "I have come to request for you to undo the curse you put on the forest and river.," "How dare you!" Whatshername boomed. Pointing her finger at me, a flash of red lightning appeared hitting me, and then I looked around o see I wasn't with her anymore. I was in the dungeon!

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			"I sat here miserable. I had failed! I should have let my friends come with me, but I didn't. Now, I was locked up here in this dull dungeon. I felt defeated. Why? Just why?
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Rattle! Rattle! Clank! The door opened, and standing in the doorway was Talia! "Talia what are you doing!" I gasped, full of joy. "I figured you had lost against Whatshername and Mango and I came to save you. None of us can win against her alone, but we can together," Talia answered using her earth magic to free me. "Yes!" I said joyfully. "Well then," Talia said eagerly," what are we waiting for."



			

		

	
		
			"I sat here miserable. I had failed! I should have let my friends come with me, but I didn't. Now, I was locked up here in this dull dungeon. I felt defeated. Why? Just why?

[image: ]
Rattle! Rattle! Clank! The door opened, and standing in the doorway was Talia! "Talia what are you doing!" I gasped, full of joy. "I figured you had lost against Whatshername and Mango and I came to save you. None of us can win against her alone, but we can together," Talia answered using her earth magic to free me. "Yes!" I said joyfully. "Well then," Talia said eagerly," what are we waiting for."



			

		

	
		
			Talia ran for the door. "Wait!" I called. "We need a plan." "Easy," Talia dictated. "Mango will distract her, I will start chucking rocks at her, and you will wash her far away." "Okay," I replied. I got up, we walked over to the door, and went back to Whatshernames room. 
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I pressed myself against the black wall, hoping not to be seen. Talia used her earth magic to blast the door open and I heard Whatshername's angry roar. Then, the rocks destroyed her room and wind blasted pots, picture frames, and other items off of the walls. I snuck in and raised my hands, preparing the biggest bubble I had ever made before. 

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Talia ran for the door. "Wait!" I called. "We need a plan." "Easy," Talia dictated. "Mango will distract her, I will start chucking rocks at her, and you will wash her far away." "Okay," I replied. I got up, we walked over to the door, and went back to Whatshernames room. 

[image: ]
I pressed myself against the black wall, hoping not to be seen. Talia used her earth magic to blast the door open and I heard Whatshername's angry roar. Then, the rocks destroyed her room and wind blasted pots, picture frames, and other items off of the walls. I snuck in and raised my hands, preparing the biggest bubble I had ever made before. 

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			With a flick of my wrist, the room was full of water. With another flick, Talia and Mango were transported out of the room and with one last flick, Whatshername was blasted out of the room far, far away. "Yay!" Talia cheered. "We won! We won! We won!" Mango ran around with joy barking every now and then. Mango led us back to the forest which was full of life! We had never been so joyful before. 
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Later that day, we were rewarded for being protectors of the forest. Mango became the most popular dog on Earth. I had learned that teamwork is the key to success. 
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			About the Author 

Sahana M is a 10 year lad girl who lives in Menlo Park, California. Sahana loves to dance, read, swim, sing, and do gymnastics. Sahana' main character is based on a girl from her friend's play. The name Whatshername is inspired by the name Whatshisname from the book The Far Away Tree. Sahana's favorite part of the book is the end when the forest is full of life once again. A fun fact about Sahana is that her eyes sometimes reflect the colors of her clothes. After reading this book, Sahana hopes that you will understand how important teamwork is. 
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