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			"Hey!" "Wait up!" "Stop!" "Too bad, because I'm as fast as a cheetah and I won't!" In the forest, Foxy was playing tag with her friends Penguin and Froggy. She could smell the scent of nature as they raced all around the village in a orange-blue-gray-green blur. And then suddenly, Penguin jumped on Froggy. "Tag!"Penguin said. "Hey! that's not fair!" Froggy said. "Why not?" Penguin shouted. "Okay, it totally doesn't matter. Except the fact that I win!" Foxy said. "WHAT," Froggy and Penguin shouted. Foxy erupted into giggles as she ran away from the two chasing animals behind.
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			Suddenly,  they heard the loud gong that went like: GONG GONG GONG! Whenever anyone heard it, that meant there was an announcement. So they raced to the town square while everyone made room for the three main troublemakers. She could hear the whispers about them in the large bustling crowd. The other animals didn't like them because they always interrupted, threw something(accidentally), or didn't follow the rules which were basically: Be polite. Follow orders. Don't talk. Do not run. Foxy thought that if she, Froggy, and Penguin did that, everything would be boring. But now she realized that everyone was doing it right now. "What did I miss?" Her mind raced around to find the answer. The she turned around to find the mayor, Mr. Lion, looking right at her.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Suddenly,  they heard the loud gong that went like: GONG GONG GONG! Whenever anyone heard it, that meant there was an announcement. So they raced to the town square while everyone made room for the three main troublemakers. She could hear the whispers about them in the large bustling crowd. The other animals didn't like them because they always interrupted, threw something(accidentally), or didn't follow the rules which were basically: Be polite. Follow orders. Don't talk. Do not run. Foxy thought that if she, Froggy, and Penguin did that, everything would be boring. But now she realized that everyone was doing it right now. "What did I miss?" Her mind raced around to find the answer. The she turned around to find the mayor, Mr. Lion, looking right at her.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			"SILENCE!" He roared when everyone started talking. "I have some very important news," he said. "Someone decided to steal from me!" He roared (especially looking at her, Penguin, and Froggy). Then he started walking around. "I know someone has my gold. So when I find out who, there will be a punishment," he said. Everyone gasped.

Even the world seemed to be holding it's breath. "I send my best animals to find out who stole it," he said again." Now I shall go. Guards, leave." So the guards stepped up and searched, and then everyone vanished from the crowd.
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			Five hours later, the guards came back with disappointed faces. No one was found guilty. So Foxy, Penguin, and Froggy set off to a journey in where Foxy knew the thief was, the Spooky Forest.

 They walked for hours and hours, telling stories and eating snacks. And then they found it! The thief was hiding inside a wall of stone. Foxy said, "This is gonna be easy." 
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			They tried to climb the wall, but it was SO SLIPPERY. Then they tried to go around the wall, but there were walls everywhere surrounding the thief. So they tried to climb a tree and then jump down to the hole of the wall, but everyone eventually fell down. So they tried to break the wall. But that didn't work either. Foxy sighed and thought, "How are we supposed to get in?"
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			Then, Froggy jumped up and said, "Hey, Penguin, didn't you bring suction cups*?" Froggy said. Penguin said, "Yes. Why do we need them?" Then Foxy got it too. "You can use it to climb up the wall!" she called to Penguin. "And I can use the rope that I packed to pull you. Or you can climb up," she said. "Ohhhh. Okay. Let's do it then," Penguin said. So they did it. And then they sneaked up to the thief. But the thief saw them coming. The thief opened a secret door and ran away. So they followed the thief. But then the thief threw some dust smoke in their face. They had to stop because it made their eyes sting. Somewhere faraway, the thief said, "You're never gonna catch me, you losers!"

*Suction cups are sometimes used to climb things because they can stick. They are also sometimes used to put things together.
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			"What if he's right? What if we can't catch the thief?" Penguin said sadly. "Well then, the guards will get him in no time," Froggy said. "But catching bad guys is fun. I don't just wanna give up," Foxy argued. "You are right. We aren't giving up," Penguin said. So they chased the thief in full speed, and caught up to the thief. But they were still too far.
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			So Foxy said, "Froggy, take my rope and hand it to Penguin. Then, tell Penguin to jump on the thief and tie him up." When it happened, there was a lot of kicking dust and thrashing in the beginning. But when all was clear, we could see that Penguin caught the thief.
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			We all cheered. Then Foxy said, "You did it, Penguin! You saved the day!" "No I did not. We all did. We only caught the thief because you thought of the idea, Froggy helped me, and I jumped. It was all of us," Penguin said.

"I can hear you, you know," the thief said. "We know, and now let's get this gold-stealing thief to the mayor's house," said Froggy. So they went back, found where  the mayor lived, and went there.
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			When the mayor came out of his house and saw them, the first thing he said was, "WHAT ARE YOU FOLKS DOING HERE?" He roared. "We found the thief and the gold," Foxy said and gave him the gold and the thief. "Bye," said Foxy."Wait, tell me the whole story," Mr. Lion said. So they did and then they went back to their homes to sleep. She had a dream that everyone would be cheering and clapping for them. But she knew that would never happen.
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			The next day, when Foxy woke up, animas were banging on the door of her bright, warm, and cozy house. She quickly brushed her teeth and opened the door. Outside, there was Froggy and Penguin and it looked like they didn't sleep a lot.

 "What happened? How come today you look like a sleepy sloth?" she asked. "At like 12:00am, there was screaming and shouting and banging outside and I thought there was an angry mob at my front door. So I waited a little until the mob was gone and I sneaked into Penguin's house. But they must've followed me, because after I went in there I heard it again. So we sneaked into your house, but they followed us and you weren't awake yet so we had to wait," Froggy said. "Oh, sorry," Foxy said. "Are we in trouble again? "No," Penguin replied. "They were happy and cheering! Come take a look."
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			So they went outside and Penguin was right. A reporter even came to ask them question like: How did you manage to find and take down the thief? How did you know that the thief was in the Spooky Forest? After Foxy finished answering the questions, she looked around. Everyone was celebrating, eating, or playing. The scent of candy filled the air as Foxy ate a lot of cotton candy. Then everyone looked for Penguin and Froggy and cheered for not the three troublemakers, but the three heroes. 

Moral: Don't give up, use teamwork, and keep your belongings safe

The End
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			My name is Avery. I'm 9 years old, and I live in San Mateo. I like to draw, play with my friends and sister, and play Planet. My favorite books are:

Keeper of the Lost Cities

Wings of Fire

I was inspired by my three stuffies ( a frog, a penguin, and a fox) to create this book. The end is my favorite because it is happy. A fun fact about me is that my favorite foods are chocolate, pizza, and sushi.
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