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One day a mother butterfly lays her eggs on leaf of Algoncillo. Days later the eggs hatch, they are baby caterpillars and will turn into beautiful Monarch Butterflies. These baby caterpillars will eat leafs of algoncillo.
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Chapter 2: Turning into Butterflies

Hot days pass by and the caterpillars grow big and beautiful. Now one of the hundreds of caterpillars hangs upside down. It will soon make a cocoon with its silk. When they make their cocoon, they will hang upside down and wrap their silk around them. Soon they will turn into butterflies. Weeks pass by and they turn into butterflies though a process called eclosion when they are ready. They are now big beautiful butterflies.

Chapter 3: Migrating

These Monarch butterflies now will migrate. Migrating is when it is too cold where they live and move down south, where it is warmer, for the winter. An example of that is Mexico. They will stay there for the winter. The journey is long. Some of the butterflies do not make it to Mexico. They travel in groups. They go the forest to spend the winter where the trees are, now they are very warm. 
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Now it is Spring and the butterflies will migrate back up North to lay their eggs. Some of the butterflies will mate, but only the females will lay their eggs. The journey up North is hard. Same as the journey South, some of the butterflies will not make it, but most of them will. They will continue the circle of life by laying their eggs on a leaf of algoncillo. It will take about three to five days for the eggs to hatch. These caterpillars will soon become butterflies and lay their own eggs. 

Glossary

Chapter 4: Continuing the Circle of Life

Migrate: to move somewhere down South, like Mexico

Cocoon: something that will go around the caterpillars that will help them turn into butterflies, it is also called a Chrysalis

Butterflies: living and flying insects, there are many different types including Monarchs, Painted Ladies, and Swallow Tails

Caterpillar: young form of a butterfly, also called larva

Eclosion: the process of a caterpillar turning into a butterfly
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