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			    When Elijah was young, he used to go to Grandpa’s house to stay for the weekends. However that was about to change.

      As usual Elijah was eating french toast for breakfast. He was eleven year old boy with straight brown hair and hazel eyes. All of a sudden, his dad came rushing in. “Your Gramps just... passed away,” he said in a rush, Elijah froze of shock,” No...it couldn’t be, last time we saw him he was perfectly healthy and energetic as always,” he thought “

      But how?” Elijah asked tears forming in his eyes.
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	“I’m so sorry Elijah,” his Dad said softly, “he died of a heart attack” He turned to Elijah’s mom who was in the kitchen, I got the word from Uncle Fred. Elijah will skip school for today so we can recover from the shock and see his Gramps for the last time.” Elijah’s mom nodded her head to sho that she was okay with the plan. 

	Elijah quickly finished his breakfast and put on his shoes. Then he opened the door and jogged out to the car. Honestly, Elijah didn’t want to see Gramps again. He was worried that seeing him would break him apart. 
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			A few minutes later, they reached the hospital. When Elijah came out of the car, his stomach flipped. He was so nervous! By the time Elijah and his parents climbed up the stairs and reached Grandpa’s hospital room door, his legs were shaking as he reached the door handle. He pulled his hand back, “can you do it?” Elijah asked his Dad.
	
	His Dad opened the door with ease and Elijah saw a glimpse of his Grandpa’s lifeless body. On no! He felt like crying again. Wait! What was that! Elijah saw a piece of crumpled paper in Grandpa’s hand. He pushed past his parents and reached forward. Elijah carefully uncurled his Grandpa’s hand and plucked the crumpled paper out. Elijah’s Dad appeared by his side, “Elijah, what are you doing?”
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 A few minutes later, they reached the hospital. When Elijah came out of the car, his stomach flipped. He was so nervous! By the time Elijah and his parents climbed up the stairs and reached Grandpa’s hospital room door, his legs were shaking as he reached the door handle. He pulled his hand back, “can you do it?” Elijah asked his Dad.
	



Grandpa’s backyard had bushes and apple trees in the back. In the front, there is a red sandbox with a blue shovel sticking out of the sand.

	“Nothing,” Elijah lied. He quickly hid the paper behind his back. After they said their final goodbyes, they prepared to leave to Grandpa’s house.

	When they reached their destination, Elijah locked himself in his Grandpa’s room and placed the paper on his Grandpa’s desk. Then, he opened the paper and this is what he saw: snake ate noodles drawing berries or xylophone. “This was easy, Elijah thought to himself, “Gramps taught me this when I was little. All you have to do is combine the first letter of each word,” Elijah quickly did that and the word that he unlocked was sandbox. Elijah grinned. There was only one sandbox he knew and that was the old one that lived in his Grandpa’s backyard. 
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Grandpa’s backyard had bushes and apple trees in the back. In the front, there is a red sandbox with a blue shovel sticking out of the sand. Elijah walked towards the sandbox and started digging using the blue shovel. After a while, Elijah discovered a golden key at the bottom of the box. He noticed that there was another paper attached to the key. 

This time it was numbers not letters. “(13-25)(18-15-15-13)(7-12-15-15-18), “I wonder if its a phone number.” He said aloud. “Time to go!” His dad called from downstairs. It had been one day since he said goodbye to his Grandpa and he returned to school again. At school he meets his friend, Elinor. He meets her at the front door of the school. “I heard about the news, about your Grandpa. Is there anything I could do to help?” Asked Elinor. He remembered the key he discovered but decided not to say anything to her.

The bell rang, and they both headed to their classes. Soon enough, it was recess and Elijah tried to figure out what the paper on the key meant. But he was discovered by Elinor, who appeared right beside him. “What are you doing?” She asked. “It’s none of your business,” Elijah replied. 
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			“If there’s something you need help, you should let me help.” She peered at the paper and said, “Hey, I learnt that in math class! It’s really simple.” “I don’t need help.” Elijah responded. “You want to solve this, right?” She said angrily. ”I already said, I don’t need help.” Elijah said, his voice also rising. “Fine.” Elinor shouted. She stomped away, leaving Elijah feeling guilty. It had been a few days after his argument with Elinor, and Elijah still felt guilty. It was the weekend now, and Elijah decided to walk over to Elinor’s house and apologize. He started to feel hopeless about his puzzle, and decided to ask for help. He knocked on the door. It opened, and he saw Elinor’s face, her expression was tense.

She felt let down by her best friend. Elijah apologized, and decided to explain everything to her. After he finished explaining, her expression softened. “Come inside,” she said. They walked up to her room. She started to explain how to solve it. “A stands for 1, B stands for 2, C stands for 3, and so on.” She quickly calculated and wrote the answer down. “My room floor” she said. They both ran to Grandpa’s house. They went to the room and started searching the ground. After a while... “Found it!” Elinor shouted. Elijah followed the sound of her voice, and saw her holding up a rug. “Under the rug, I found a trap door!” She said.
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			Elijah took the golden key and put it through the trap door’s lock. It fit perfectly and it opened the lock. They pulled it open together and jumped inside. They were in an upside down forest! There were trees hanging from the top. On one of the trees branches, finally there was a real letter addressed to him. The letter was from his Grandpa. It said: 

“Dear Elijah, our ancestors planted this forest. It has lived through every generation in our family. I want you to keep this a secret, and only share this with your closest friends. I hope you enjoy your time in this forest. P.S. Your Dad knows about this. “
                                                                                                                  Love, Grandpa
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Elinor and Elijah climbed back up the trap door. The first thing that Elijah asked his Dad was whether he knew about the hidden forest in Grandpa’s house. His Dad chuckled to himself. “My Grandpa did the same thing to me.” Elijah’s mouth dropped open. “How did he know about my search?” Elijah thought to himself. He went back to the forest, and drew on the ground. “Elijah’s and Elinor’s magical forest” 
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				“I’m so sorry Elijah,” his Dad said softly, “he died of a heart attack” He turned to Elijah’s mom who was in the kitchen, I got the word from Uncle Fred. Elijah will skip school for today so we can recover from the shock and see his Gramps for the last time.” Elijah’s mom nodded her head to sho that she was okay with the plan. 

	Elijah quickly finished his breakfast and put on his shoes. Then he opened the door and jogged out to the car. Honestly, Elijah didn’t want to see Gramps again. He was worried that seeing him would break him apart. 
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