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				“Faster, Cinder, Faster!” Asher shouted. His green eyes gleamed with excitement as his shaggy chestnut brown hair flopped in front of his eyes. 
	“Don’t listen to him, Cinder!” Livvy called in Dragon as she flew by on her BrightBlast Lera, her dirty blonde hair whipping in the wind. 
	“Hey, Stacey, are you and Cora up for some target training?” Dexter called from underneath a maple tree where he was standing next to his dragon, Splash. Dark brown bangs hid bright blue eyes, which matched the color of Splash’s scales.
	Stacey looked up from her dragon diary where she was drawing a diagram of the early morning sun shining off Lera’s silver wings. “Yeah, of course! Cora could use some target practice.”

 	While the TimeKeepers were training their dragons, more was going on in a cave hidden by lots of brambles in the darkest corner of the rainforest. Deep inside the cave was Borb’s headquarters.

	Borb was a short man with spiky black hair. He was sitting in a massage chair while his servant Budu fanned him. Borb’s biggest dream was to seize control of the most powerful animal that ever lived on Earth. That animal was the magical stag and doe of Nara. He finally had the chance to take them away and enslave them to him. Except, the deer disappeared five hundred years ago. Borb had recently obtained the map to the deer’s cave, but it is filled with dangerous creatures and traps. But there was one particularly large obstacle that always stopped him from getting what he wanted. The TimeKeepers.

	“Those kids are always stopping me with their flying lizards! They can’t know what I’m doing. If they get wind of me taking the Nara deer, they will instantly follow me. Well, not this time!” Borb thought angrily. He cracked his knuckles and called, “Budu! Go get the map!”
 
  Budu scratched his head in confusion. “What map, boss?”
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				“The map to the magical deer of Nara, you Sasquatch!” Borb screamed.
	
	“Ohh, that map!” Budu suddenly realized. He walked into the pantry and opened a Cheerios box. He pulled out a yellowed, worn down map and handed it to Borb.

	“First of all, why is this map in a cereal box and not in one of my super security safes?” Borb pointed to one of many ten lock security safes. 

	“Because you never told me where to put it,” Budu explained.

	“Second,” Borb continued. “Why do we have the Japanese copy and not the English one!” 

	“There is no English copy.” Budu said. 

	“Well, then you start learning Japanese right now! I’m going to go build a time 

 machine, and you better finish making an English copy of that map when I’m done!” Borb stalked over to his toolbox and fished out pieces of metal. 

	“Yes sir.” Budu scurried to a desk and started working on the map. 

	While Borb was making his time machine, the TimeKeepers had finished their morning training, breakfast, and were now getting ready to fly to the rainforest. Dexter quickly leaped onto Splash and swiftly flew upwards. “Last one to the rainforest is a rotten fish!” Dexter shouted as he and Splash flew away. 

	“Oh, you are on.” Livvy jump on to Lera and took off in hot pursuit of Dexter with Stacey and Asher close on Lera’s tail. 
	
	When they reached the rainforest, they spotted flashes and sparks coming from a dark cave in the corner of the rainforest. 
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				“Should we go check those noises out?” Stacey whispered.

	“Yes, we should-but not without a plan!” Livvy quickly added when she spotted Asher and Cinder trying to sneak off. “This cave is Borb’s Headquarters.” Livvy pointed to the inscribed “Borb” in the cave’s stone. “The last time we encountered Borb, he got the map to the most powerful animal in history.”

	“The deer of Nara? Didn’t they disappear five hundred years ago? How would Borb get to them?” asked Dexter.

	“He builds a time machine!” Asher exclaimed.
	
	Stacey tied her light brown hair into a bun and said, “Right. And to stop him-“ 

	“We need to use our time machine, go to Nara, get past all the traps and dangerous stuff, and save the deer?” Livvy interrupted. 

	“Umm, yeah?” Stacey said, surprised.

	 
	 “Well, what are we waiting for? Let’s get back to the house.” Asher hopped onto his dragon and took off back towards the house.

	“We have this map, right?” Dexter asked after digging through his fifth chest.

	“Yeah, I think I got it!” Asher pulled out a 
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			dusty, yellowed map and unrolled it. “Oh, it’s all in Japanese. Good thing Stacey knows how to speak Japanese.”

	“Yes I do!” Stacey cheered. She took the map from Asher’s hands and inspected it. “Okay, I’ll translate this all so we know what it says. You guys can prep the dragons and the time machine.”

	“Yay! Another expedition!” Cora exclaimed. 

	“Cinder and Cora will come with me. Splash and Lera, go with Livvy. Dexter, pack all the supplies and get the time machine ready,” Asher instructed. 

	One hour later, they were ready to depart. Everyone stepped inside the time machine, including the dragons. Dexter entered the coordinates and punched in five hundred years in the past. “It should take about ten minutes to get there.” 

	Borb and Budu were currently in their time machine, also traveling to Nara. There was a clearing of trees separating the TimeKeepers from Borb and Budu. The TimeKeepers opened their map and read the first clue of where to go. 
	“Follow the path with rainbow silk,” Livvy read out loud. 
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				“But there is no rainbow silk.” Asher said, confused.

	“No, but you know what else feels like silk? Flower petals! There are different colored flowers on a vine climbing up a tree.” Stacey pointed to a tree to the left with multicolored flowers all over its trunk. 
So they continued onwards to the left until they hit a fork. “Okay, the next clue says to follow the quiet path, and you will not encounter anyone’s wrath.” 

	Cinder stepped forwards and leaned towards both paths. “The left is quieter,” He announced. He started walking towards the left when Cora held out her wing to stop him. 
	“Wait,” Cora leaned towards both paths. “I think the right is quieter.”

	“Okay, let’s go to the right. A Slinkwing’s hearing is better than an Emberwings.” Cinder reluctantly said.

	They started walking towards the path

	 until they reached a empty clearing. 	

	“What’s the next clue, Dexter?” Asher asked, looking around the clearing warily. 
		
	“The creature that you least expect to will help the most.” Dexter looked around, but didn’t see any animals. 

	“I hear something.” Cora warned. Sure enough, there was a faint hiss. 

	Lera whipped around and yelled, ”Who’s there!” A giant anaconda emerged from the bushes and slithered towards them. 

	“I mean no harm. It looksss like you need help.” The snake hissed. 

	“How do you know we need help?”  Livvy asked. 

	The snake slowly circled around them. “I can tell.” 
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				“Okay, fine we need help.” Stacey admitted. “Wait. You’re the animal from the riddle. ‘The creature that you least expect to will help the most.’” 

	“You are a sssmart girl. Yesss, I am. And I advissse that you go to the right.” The snake tilted his head to the right. 

	“Thank you, mister snake!” Livvy called as they started towards the right, but the snake had already disappeared into the bushes. 

	“Well we haven’t ran into any problems yet.” As Asher said that, he tripped on a tangled vine. He was immediately snatched up and was now upside down. “Okay, we have a problem!”

	“Everyone, be careful!” Dexter grabbed a sharp rock to cut the vines off Asher. The dragons blasted the vines while Livvy and Stacey slashed the vines with pocket knifes. Dexter cut the vines of Asher in a couple of 

minutes. The dragons stayed to the side, blasting the vines away. When they finally got to the end of all the tangle vines, they came to a meadow with nothing but mushrooms. 

	“Next clue: the hardest question has the simplest answer.” Asher read.

	“So, the question is obviously, where are the deer of Nara?” Stacey sat down on the largest mushroom and heard a soft click. A hole opened up under the mushroom and Stacey fell through the hole. “Ahhh!”

	“Stacey! Are you okay?” Livvy called as she peered over the edge. 

	“Yep! It’s surprisingly soft.” Stacey called. Livvy jumped onto her Lera and flew into the hole. Asher and Dexter followed her in. 
	
	“There’s a blue light over here.”
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			Livvy walked over and a creature with a blue halo started walking towards her. 


	“The magical deer of Nara.” Stacey breathed. 

	“Who are you, and what are you doing here.” The figure turned out to be a stag.

	“We are the TimeKeepers, and we’re here to help.” Asher said.  

	“Someone is here to steal you, and we need to move you to a safe space.” Livvy said. 

	“Okay. We know somewhere where we will be safe.” A doe emerged from the dark. 

	“Perfect. So why don’t you go there now and-“ Dexter leaped back as Cora came down.

  	“Borb is coming right now!” Cora said breathlessly. 

	“We need to move you now! Where is this place?“ Stacey asked frantically.

	“It’s with the snake.” The doe said.

	“Okay. Me and Asher will go distract them. Stacey and Dexter will help move the deer.” Livvy hopped onto Lera and gestured for Asher to follow her. 

	“What are we going to do to distract them?” Asher asked as he and Cinder flew over the forest. 

	“I brought you and Cinder so we could put on a little show.” Livvy told Lera shot up a shower of light. “The idea is to distract them with the fireworks and sparkles we can make. But we’ll have to stay out of sight. Oh, there they are!” Livvy and Asher flew to opposite sides and started shooting magnificent fireworks and sparkle showers. 
   
	Borb and Budu were mesmerized by the displays of light, and couldn’t look 
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			away. But Livvy and Asher quickly realized that they needed to capture them, and couldn’t hold their attention for to much longer. 

	“Livvy!” Asher whispered in Dragon. “You and Lera need to go get Cora! We need her to blast them with her goo to hold them off.”

	“On it!”Livvy flew off to go get Cora. Luckily, they haven’t gone to far. “Cora! We need you blast Borb and Budu with goo!” 

	“Got it. You and Dexter need to go bring the deer to the snake. Apparently they are friends, and the snake swore to protect them.” Stacey flew towards the orange sparks and called, ”The deer will show you where to go.”

	“Can you guys fly?” Stacey asked. 

	“Yes we can,” the doe replied.

	“We can also turn invisible.” The stag added.

	“Great. So we need to get you to the snake unnoticed, and very quickly.” Dexter jumped onto Splash and started flying the way they came, and the deer followed. They quickly got back to the snake, and thankfully were able to avoid the tangle vines. 

	“Cora should have trapped them by now. I will send up a blast so they know to to come.” Lera sent up a blast and Cinder and Cora were there in mere minutes. 

	“Well, thank you for all your help,” the doe said as she reappeared.

	“You’re welcome,” Stacey said.

	“We will be fine from here. Have a safe journey home,” the stag said as he and the doe disappeared into the bushes. 

	“Now,” Stacey smiled. “Let’s go home.” They stepped inside the time machine, and were whisked back to their home.
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