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				Once there was a castle, it wasn't the type where there is celebrations and parties. It was an evil castle. The king and queen only cared about themselves and sons. One of the slaves, Niomie, was a child when she was taken from her family. She was very loyal, but had the kindest heart in the world.

	Her biggest wish is too be free from the castle, but that was never going to happen. One night when everyone was asleep, Niomie snuck out her window and jumped down, down, down and finally landed safely on the ground. Then she started running. She ran, ran, and ran. Then she was in the Dark Forest.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
				Once there was a castle, it wasn't the type where there is celebrations and parties. It was an evil castle. The king and queen only cared about themselves and sons. One of the slaves, Niomie, was a child when she was taken from her family. She was very loyal, but had the kindest heart in the world.

	Her biggest wish is too be free from the castle, but that was never going to happen. One night when everyone was asleep, Niomie snuck out her window and jumped down, down, down and finally landed safely on the ground. Then she started running. She ran, ran, and ran. Then she was in the Dark Forest.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
				She creeped quietly through the forest, then all of a sudden she tripped and fell downwards into a deep dark hole. All she saw when she fell was colorful lights and objects. After a little she suddenly hit the ground with a "THUD"!

	Niomie looked up and gasped. All around her was beauty. From sky to ground was full of color. She stood up and brushed her self off. She turned to look and saw two figures flying towards her. They landed and started arguing. "We should have creeped up on her," the first voice said.
"NO!!!!!" Shouted the second. "HI! HI !HI!"exclaimed the second in Niomies direction.
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				"I'm Laurel and this is Owen!" She said excitedly. When Niomie looked closer she saw that they looked more like giant leopards with huge wings!
"What are you????" Niomie asked curiously.
 "We are royal Joaquinns," the one named Owen told her.
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	"Who are you" he asked taking a step back.
"I'm Niomie and I come from the land above you," Niomie explained.
"WWWWOOOWWW!!!!!!!!!" Laurel said with awe.
"Can you two please take me to your king?" She asked nicely.
"Yah, but lets get you some new and fancier clothes. Come on, you can fly on me." Laurel said excitedly. Niomie hopped on and they took off into the sweet, warm sky.
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				For the first time Niomie felt free and safe. They got her new clothes that fit her perfectly. Then they went straight to the palace.  There she met Laurel and Owens father (King Jarees) and mother (Queen Sequoia). 
"Your Majesty's," Niomie said politely.
"I need your help."
"How may we help you?" King Jarees asked.
"I come with news from the Evil Kingdom."

	After taking for a while about the Evil Kings plan everyone was getting ready to fight back against the Evil Kingdom. Laurel were coming too! Niomie told them every detail from the big take she had with their dad. Finally it was time. Everyone rose into the air and they shot through the portal into the Evil Kingdom.
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				The first thing they heard was shouting from inside the kingdoms walls. They dove and landed. They saw the kings army all lined up perfectly behind him. They were not going to use violence only if the kings army did first, but they didn't want to because that would hurt them and the Evil Kings army.

The kings army charged at them with spears raised. Fire and ice shot at the army as the Joaquin's dodged spears and weapons. Then after an hour or so the whole army was frozen solid in their places. The Joaquin's all stood tall with dark hate in their eyes.
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				Everyone, but the king was frozen solid.
"HOW DARE YOU!" he yelled.
"It's over Heath. We are turning this land and it's people back to what they were before." King Jarees said in a booming voice.
"NEVER!!" Heath screamed so loud that it shook the ground.
"We are going to do it," Niomie yelled.
"You," Heath said in a tone of voice that clearly pointed out that he didn't like Niomie.
"NOW!" Laurel and Owen said together.
All at once the Joaquin's used their magic to put the land sweet and beautiful again.
"Oh.....wow, I've forgotten what this feels like!" Heath said in wonder.
They all unfreeze the army and land and go back home.

	Niomie found where she belongs and that's in Laurel and Owens world. She knows she loves it here and that she will live her life in total wonder and freeness.
											                                                                                  THE END!
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				Quinn A. is a 10 year girl from Syracuse, NY. Some of her favorite hobbies are sports, reading, writing, cooking, and mathematics. Quinn wrote this story because she loves fantasy and Alice in Wonderland. Her favorite part of her story is when Niomie falls down the hole and finds her wonderland. A fact about Quinn is that she's Benjamin Franklins great, (say great 7 times) granddaughter! 

	The moral of this story is to never give up in what you believe in.
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