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			Once upon a time, two young whale sharks Miguel and Lili swam back to their house in La Paz, Mexico to a small bay called the Sea of Cortez, to meet up with their sister Maya. They wanted to get some food, but when they got back, Maya was packing her snacks and seaweed. Lili asked “What are you doing?” Maya looked up and shouted, “I’m getting ready to go to the Pacific Ocean. What are you doing?” Miguel and Lili looked at each other in confusion. 



Then Lili declared, “No, we are not twenty feet long yet. We can stay.” “No, we are over twenty feet long, soon the water will be shallow for us,” Maya screamed.  “Oh, I never noticed. I just thought... I don’t know. I’ll start packing,” frowned Lili. “What, no. I love this place. It is our home,” cried Miguel. He swam off to go get some food all by himself. 
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			Later, Maya and Lili went to find Miguel. When they located him, Maya gently said, “Oh Miguel, it’s okay.” “Yeah, don’t worry. It will be fine if we stick together,” Lili declared. Miguel nodded his huge head and he swam off with his sisters. The very next day, they were preparing to go. When they were about to leave, Miguel screamed,
	“I’m scared!”
“Everything’s a little scary, we’ve got this.” “That’s so cheesy, but okay,” Smiled Miguel. They all started swimming as fast as they could in a single file line. Zoom, splash, zip. “We are here,” Yelled Maya. “Home sweet home,” Miguel sighed. He swam in to the rocky kelpy house. They were all tired, so they just went straight to bed. 
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			In the morning, Miguel slept in. Lili was worried because she thought he was sad and lonely, so she made him his favorite breakfast, coral muffins. When he woke up, he looked blue, bluer then usual. Maya didn’t think much of it though. She just handed him a muffin and got on with her life. None of them did much all morning. Then, Lili & Maya wanted some lunch, so they asked Miguel to go get some. “Fine,” he said. Miguel left to search for plankton and when he found it, he began collecting it. 

As he was collecting, a big shadow started zipping up from the depths. Huge sharp teeth came into Miguel’s view and he realized that it was a Great White Shark! “Boo.” The shark grinned. “What are you doing?” Asked Miguel. “Teaching you a a lesson,” the shark replied. “What did I do?” Miguel questioned.

“You whale sharks are always stealing our thunder.” The shark explained. “Oh, because we are bigger?” Miguel joked. “Shush, you are only a bit bigger.” The shark called. “Oh, I’m not even fully grown yet.” Miguel said back. “Agh, bye.” The shark exclaimed “Bye.” Miguel went home with some food. 

In the evening, Maya, Lili, and Miguel ate and went to bed. The next day, Miguel wanted to try and find the Great White Shark. He knew that the Great White Shark did not like him but Miguel wanted to visit him anyway. When he told Maya and Lili he was going to see the Great White Shark, they were mad. “Great White Sharks are mean!” They yelled. “Maybe,” Miguel said swimming away. As he swam, he saw a huge pearl. Miguel swam down to take a closer look at it. “What?” Miguel questioned. Miguel looked at it for a bit and then he Great White Shark swam up to him. 
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			“Uhhhh, hi again.” The Great White Shark said. “Oh, hi,” Miguel announced. “What is your name?” “Um, Burto.” The shark said shyly. “What’s wrong?” Miguel asked. “Nothing, I’m sorry I was mean to you yesterday.” Burto said. “Oh, it’s okay.” Miguel replied confused. 

Burto’s attitude completely shifted overnight. 

“I thought you seemed sad yesterday. Why was that?” Burto asked. 
“Oh, I just moved from the place I was born in and I did not want to leave.” Miguel told him. 
“So, why did you?” asked Burto. 
“I lived in a bay in Mexico and it got too shallow for me and my sisters.” Miguel explained.
“Oh...Hey, do you want to hang out?” Burto said. 
“Sure!” Miguel exclaimed. 

They played for a while. 

Days after that, they continued to play together. Burto and Miguel became pretty good friends but Maya and Lili still did not like that he was hanging out with a Great White Shark white. The girls thought that those sharks were mean but Burto and Miguel did not care. 
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			One day, Burto went over to Miguel’s house to see if he wanted to hang out, but when the door opened, he saw Maya and Lili panicking. “What’s wrong?” He asked Lili. “Miguel is missing!” Cried Maya. Burto didn’t say a thing. He just grabbed Lili and Maya and pulled them out the door. He started swimming as fast as he was able to yelling, “Miguel!” as loud as he could. 

After a while, he slowed down a little so they could begin to talk while swimming. First, they talked about Miguel, then they bonded over the fact that they were all born in Mexico. The more they talked, the more Lili realized that Burto was not a mean, bully shark, but was actually nice. “I’m sorry.” Lili said. She felt bad for judging him. “It’s okay.” Burto smiled.

As they swam over a big trench, they heard someone yell, “Guys, I’m down here!” They looked down in the trench and saw Miguel. “Swim up Miguel!” Lili yelled. “I can’t, I’m stuck!” Miguel cried. “Oh, no. I’ll come help you!” Maya replied hurriedly. “No! You’ll get stuck too!” He yelled. “Light Bulb!” Burto shouted, “I’m smaller, I’ll help you.” “Um, okay.” Miguel shakily replied. 

Burto swam down and gathered all of his strength to pull on Miguel’s tail. It worked! Miguel was freed. They swam up together. “Yay, you’re back!” Lili cheered. “Why did you swim away?” Asked Maya. “I was trying to get back home. But, I don’t want to go home anymore because this is my home.” Miguel declared. “Home is where the people who love you are.” “Aww.” They all cried happily. 
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					       ~ 5 years later ~

“It’s good to be back.” Miguel said as him, Lili, Maya, and Burto watched the waves crash over the Sea of Cortez. “It really is.” His sisters replied. 
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