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				“Meow!” A cat was wandering around the sandy beach. She walked past shells, clams, a half-destroyed sand castle, a shovel, and a rolled up piece of yellow paper in a bottle tied with a bow that was bobbing in the waves. POP! The cat turned into a girl with jet black, wavy hair on the top of her head and blue on the bottom. She had a deep blue name tag that read “Nebula” pinned to her chest. Curiously, Nebula walked closer to the bobbing bottle and fished it out of the water. She wiped it with a napkin and unscrewed the top. Nebula took out the old, rolled up paper and spread it out on sand. It was a map.
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				The shock of finding a map stunned her for a minute, but she quickly shook the feeling off. She inspected the map and saw that the bottom left corner had writing on it. It read Mr. Leaf. 
“Leaf,” she thought. 
“Leaf!” she exclaimed, jumping up and down as if she realized something. She stood up. Leaf was her last name. If it was her family treasure on the map, she would risk it all to repay her debt. She had gotten the letter about her debt a week ago. It was an enormous sum. 
Her parents had gone away for a month trying to earn enough money. Nebula went back to her hut at once.

	Once she got home, she heard a low growl coming from her pet dragon, Celestia. She had deep blue wings, and she was sitting on a pillow. When she saw Nebula, she started excitedly wagging her tail around and accidentally knocked over a stool. Nebula put the stool back upright and told Celestia about the plan. 
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				“So let’s review what we are doing,” said Nebula. “We will first follow the map in our animal form, then come back with the treasure. Let’s remember to pack the tools too!” With that, she turned into a cat and walked away.

	The next day, she grabbed some food, water, and a ton of ramen, because she loved to eat it. She also brought some matches, clothes, a worn tent, a blanket, a pillow that she knitted, and a compass. Then she and her pet dragon headed north into the night.

	They flew for four days, stopping for a snack and a nap every once in a while. They finally reached an area called Feather Fountain. They had no idea why until they saw the houses. There were white feathers everywhere: on the roofs, on the rocks, and on the bushes. From the top, it looked like a winter wonderland. It was apparently also very soft. Nebula fell into the village on top of a pile of feathers. Surprisingly, it didn’t hurt at all! Her pet dragon landed beside her and Nebula patted her on the head, mounted her back, and told her to fly North East. But first, she ate some ramen and gave some spinach to Celestia. 
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			They flew for 2 hours and stopped. This was where the supposed treasure was. Nebula looked around. She spotted a cave hidden behind plants and headed in with Celestia behind her. Inside,  it was brighter than she expected because it was lit by lanterns. At the end of the tunnel was a deep hole and a cardboard box. She picked up the box and tripped. The box fell into the hole and opened. It was empty!

She stood up and dusted herself off. Sighing, she headed back to where the treasure once was. She saw something gold and brown poking out of the same spot. She took a shovel out of her backpack and started digging. Celestia growled. Nebula uncovered a gold and brown treasure chest with a lock. It was the treasure.
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			“Yay!” Nebula exclaimed as she held up the chest. She dug some more and found a key. Nebula inserted it into the lock. It worked! 
Inside the chest was a pair of Heart of the Sea earrings, some gold coins, an opal necklace, a pearl, a diamond necklace, a calcite and amethyst hair barrette, a lapis flower bracelet, an emerald lei, and a black pearl ring. She and Celestia flew back home. Once Nebula got home, she fed Celestia and called her parents to tell them the good news. She had to sell the opal necklace to pay the debt, but she was happy even without it. She swore that she would never take the money for granted.
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