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			PROLOUGE

	The high-tech space ship dipped and dived as it swerved around moons and stars as humans clutching clipboards looked around the room. It was filled with metal cases propped against the wall, protected by force fields. The force fields were looking as if made of glass, and the ceiling was a mixture of pipes made of a new material intertwining and then reaching down to the floor. In the back, there was a place to collect space junk. There was always a rusty scent in the air. There were always sounds of clanking and the ship's engine, but the loudest sounds were the loud clangs as the three-eyed aliens banged against the metal cages, fear and anger showing on their faces.

BACK IN THE PRESENT

	The dispenser clanks as I pull out another piece of tape. Hi. My name is Ork. My full name is Ork Gook Zarp I am a Gorkon, a type of alien with bright blue skin, three eyes, four arms, wings and antennae. Right now I'm taping my homework together after feeding the dog. Let me explain. I have a dog named Erik. He talks, which is surprising even for our planet, Merth. He is basically a green-furred corgi-alien cross, with pointy ears, tentacles for legs, and a temper. He gets hungry about every two hours, unless he is asleep.
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			He gets REALLY cranky if he doesn't get food soon enough, and tries to eat whatever seems fine to him (which is almost everything), and whatever he can fit in his mouth. In this case, it's my homework. At least he only chewed it up a bit. I get up from my wooden desk to take Erk for a walk and I push a button connected to a bell in his room to wake him.
	"Time for a walk," I say, smiling, as he bounds upstairs to my room and jumps on the bed.
	We make our way downstairs and to the door. My house is like all the others. It is a working robot that doubles as a seven-story house. Metal for walls, with some paintings and plants in vases on tables scattered around the place.
	I walk out the door with Erk, and everything seems unusually bright. (At least for us aliens, because the only light we get is the light from the stars, a type of mushroom that grows on our planet and the moons that circle it. 
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	It is usually calm  and serene, with waves crashing against a cliff where the castle stands, but now everybody is screaming and pointing up at the sky. I look up and soon enough, I see that about 20 fireballs are raining from the sky. I look around at the chaos as all the fireballs smash onto the soft grass, revealing huge smoking craters.

	"What is happening?!" I screamed as more that were hidden from the first fireballs crashed down.
	''I don't know!" Erk yelled back,"But it looks cool!"
	Suddenly, when all the fireballs had crashed down, in unison, all the fire was snuffed out, leaving balls made of an unusual material. Then, all at once, hatches in the sides of the ships clicked open to reveal humans in full armor. 
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			By that point, almost everyone had ran away and hid and the rest were paralyzed with fear. The humans quickly grabbed nets from the ships and threw them over the still aliens, grouped them together, and heaved them into the ship. Then, they started up the engines and the door closed. 
	Then Erk suddenly yelled, "Come on, let's go save alienkind!"
	"Are you serious?!" I shouted back. "And how?"
	"No one else can or will, and I don't know yet but we have to get on that ship! And quickly!" Erk yelled back in a panicked voice.
	"Then what are you waiting for?" I said as I jumped on the ship and suctioned onto the smooth surface with Erk right behind me.
	We had flung ourselves on just in time as the ship lifted off into the starry sky. The force of the movement made my eyes water as I clung tightly to the ship. 
	"Hold on!" I cried over my shoulder to Erk, "This is probably going to be the craziest walk that I have ever taken you on!"
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	Slowly but surely, we climbed up to the top of the ship.
	"There!" I said at the top of my lungs, "There's a pipe!"
	I looked down through the pipe. It was pitch dark. 
	"Should we go down there?" I asked, "We don't know where it leads, and I'm scared of humans and their machines. We can't save our friends if something happens to us."
	"Well, we have to take the risk! It would be too hard to pull out the hatch, and even if we did we would probably get noticed. Like, what if you were flying a spaceship, and suddenly the door to outside randomly opens revealing two aliens whose friends you just captured? You would probably notice," Erk said in a sort of teaching voice.
	"Good point," I agreed. "All right. I will go first. Come in after me unless you hear me scream."


			

		

	
		
			By that point, almost everyone had ran away and hid and the rest were paralyzed with fear. The humans quickly grabbed nets from the ships and threw them over the still aliens, grouped them together, and heaved them into the ship. Then, they started up the engines and the door closed. 
	Then Erk suddenly yelled, "Come on, let's go save alienkind!"
	"Are you serious?!" I shouted back. "And how?"
	"No one else can or will, and I don't know yet but we have to get on that ship! And quickly!" Erk yelled back in a panicked voice.
	"Then what are you waiting for?" I said as I jumped on the ship and suctioned onto the smooth surface with Erk right behind me.
	We had flung ourselves on just in time as the ship lifted off into the starry sky. The force of the movement made my eyes water as I clung tightly to the ship. 
	"Hold on!" I cried over my shoulder to Erk, "This is probably going to be the craziest walk that I have ever taken you on!"
	

5

6

	Slowly but surely, we climbed up to the top of the ship.
	"There!" I said at the top of my lungs, "There's a pipe!"
	I looked down through the pipe. It was pitch dark. 
	"Should we go down there?" I asked, "We don't know where it leads, and I'm scared of humans and their machines. We can't save our friends if something happens to us."
	"Well, we have to take the risk! It would be too hard to pull out the hatch, and even if we did we would probably get noticed. Like, what if you were flying a spaceship, and suddenly the door to outside randomly opens revealing two aliens whose friends you just captured? You would probably notice," Erk said in a sort of teaching voice.
	"Good point," I agreed. "All right. I will go first. Come in after me unless you hear me scream."


			

		

	
		
			7

8

	With that, I jumped into the pipe. I climbed slowly down the smooth, rusty-smelling metal walls until I fell onto a hard surface. 
	Light blazed into my eyes as they finally adjusted to my surroundings. I was on top of a lot of space junk with a wall to protect it from rolling out into the bigger, more important side. It had rows upon rows of metal cages propped against the wall with force fields ensuring that the aliens inside did not get out. 
	Just then, I heard a whisper saying, "Get out of the way!"
	Half a second later, Erk crashed down on top of me and we hid behind a boulder before anyone noticed. After a minute or two we slowly creeped outside to the bigger room 
	"I'll explore this half, and you explore that half," I said in a hushed voice. "Just look for a switch or something."
	"On it," Erk whispered back. 
	So we split up. I scaled every inch of the wall, and didn't find a single switch. I sighed.

	At least we didn't get noticed, I thought. 
	Suddenly, when I was climbing down to check on Erk, my hand slipped on a particularly slippery part of the wall. I couldn't regain my grip, and I started to fall.
	"AAAAAAHH!" I screamed. 
	So, the good news was that I landed safely. The bad news is that it didn't go unnoticed. The humans swarmed around me, but at least they didn't notice Erk. Then they snatched me up with iron grips (literally, they had iron armor and I admit it's a bit poky) and gave me a shot. (Just so you know I HATE shots.) It felt like being poked by a thorn. Which means it hurt. After that, everything went dark.
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	It looked like he sniffed something out in the center. He licked something too far away to see, and part of the floor was pushed up to reveal a control room. Erk jumped in. It felt like he typed forever. Then a loud noise blared and all the force fields disappeared. 
	Humans surrounded Erk, muttering unmerthly noises. Then Erk's eyes turned orange and the humans were lifted off the ground. Another unmerthly thing. I picked up Erk and the aliens surged up and out of the pipe with our planet still in view, we flew all the way back.


	Merth is different now. We look after each other even more, and I have overcome my fear of human inventions (mostly) and know to always keep going. And... I GOT A DRAGON!!!



THE END

	I woke up dizzy and drowsy. Then I realized I was in a cage protected by a force field. There was a worried-looking Erk on the other side. I knocked on the force field to get his attention. Then I wiggled 3 arms as if I was typing, and used my other to do the motion of moving a mouse.  Erk got the idea and dashed off to hack the computers.
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