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			Spain’s soccer team was having a great season. They felt they could beat China’s team with their eye closed and India’s team in their sleep! Spain and many other countries wanted to win the Euros! The Euros is tournment and a big, shiny trophy is the grand prize.  My favorite team is Spain.

This years Euro Cup began with Spain’s first match. They tied Iceland, so they are in 2nd, but
they still have 2 more matches before the knockout stages where they would be eliminated with any loss.  In the group stages they tied Australia 1-1. This was very frustrating to Spain’s players who felt they could be playing better.
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And won 1-0.
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			With every tie, they went down on the leaderboard to 3rd place.  If they tied again, they would be forced to play in the knockout stages. Unfortunately, they tied 3-3 with Hungary so they are going to knockout stages. Spain’s players, fans and coaches were disappointed. They had thought this tourney would be a breeze!

In round 16 they faced Croatia, they finally got their first win by beating Croatia 1-0.  In the quarter finals, they faced Poland.  It was tied 1-1 before the penalty kicks. Phew, they won 4-3. In the semi-finals they faced Germany and won 1-0.
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			Spain qualified for the finals.  They faced Brazil.  The finals begin, in the first 15 minutes of the game, the star player, Lamine Yamal, was hit hard by Rodrigo (Brazil). Yamal was injured on the play and the world paused as he laid on the field in pain. He felt like his bone was breaking. His teammates ran to him concerned.  Yamal felt tears forming in is eyes. 



Spain’s fans were extremely upset and  believed the hit was on purpose to beat them. After Yamal was carted off the field.  Injuries are part of the game, so play carried on. Before the first half was over, Brazil’s star player, Nemyer Jr,  took a shot and hit the post. The first half was over. The game was tied 0-0. Spain’s national team was sad because their star player could not play.  
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			With three minutes left in the game, Brazil’s star player, Neymar Jr, scored the first goal of the game, but the ref blew his whistle and called Neymar offsides. Only 3 minutes left in the game, the score was still 0-0. Spain’s fans were relieved and Brazil’s fans were frustrated by the call.  

The game clock ticked down to less than one minute, Spain’s upcoming star, Rafael took a straight shot at the goal. Brazil’s goalie dove to block the shot, but he missed. The referee blew his whistle and the game was over. Spain had overcome the injury to the best player and won the Euros! The team and Spain’s fans in the stands went crazy in celebration as the team was awarded the Euro Cup Trophy!

This story is proof that if you keep trying, you can succeed! It pays to never give up!

During the halftime meeting, they were still hopeful and rallied together. 

Coach said, “We still have a chance in the second half. Let’s get out there and win one for Lamine!”

The team started cheering. They were ready for the second half!

As the second half began, both Spain and Brazil had many chances on goal. The game was getting intense. 
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			About the Author

Albert is eight years and lives in Sunnyvale, California. He is an author now after publishing his first book. He likes to sleep and you love soccer. His inspiration for this story was to give a real life example of how important it is to never give up! He hopes this book helps his readers stay positive even when things get rough.
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