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				"Chirp! Chirp!" said a little pink bird in a forest. 
	The bird was named Alex. He was flying in the forest trying to get home, and got lost in a cave. There was also a lion in the forest named Leo. Leo was a cute lion with tan fur and an orange mane. Leo was kind, brave, and mighty. He had a wife named Lily, a son named Lucas, and a daughter named Luca.
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				Leo was searching the forest for food for his cubs. The forest was filled with trees and bright green, orange, and yellow leaves. Most leaves had holes in them from the green, furrry caterpillars that lived in the trees. There were also anthills, beehives, and honey badgers. 
	During his search, Leo saw a dark, black hole in the middle of the forest. He went toward it and found out it was a cave. He slowly went in and heard voices. He saw a bat and a snake waiting to sneak up on a tiny pink bird. Joey, the bat, was grey with big, pink ears. The snake was named Lia. She was a green python with small, sharp teeth. Her venom was deadly. 

	Both Joey and Lia were starving and really wanted to eat the bird. Leo saw them fighting over who got to eat him. 
	"I'm going to eat that little bird," Joey said. 
	"It's a race. Whoever get the first bite wins!" Lia challenged. 
	Leo was scared for the bird and wanted to save him. Leo ran towards the bird, but he was too late. Joey already had his bird in the mouth. 
	"How am I gonna save him now?" Leo whispered to himself. He quickly tried to pull the bird out of Joey's mouth. He used his big, strong paws to grab the bird out of Joey's big mouth. Leo pulled and pulled, but Joey was too strong. Leo ran away out of embarassment. He had failed and no longer felt mighty, but he was determined to try again.
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				Leo decided to go back into the cave amd hide behind a rock so Joey and Lia couldn't spot him. 
	Leo saw Lia chasing Joey, screaming, "I'm gonna get you and eat that bird!"
	Leo knew this was his last chance. He ran out from his hiding spot and scratched Lia and Joey on their bellies. 
	Leo let out his loudest "Roar!" 
	Lia and Joey were scared away and ran out of the cave, leaving the bird alone. 
	"Thank you!" the bird exclaimed. 
	"You're welcome," said Leo. 
	Leo went on with his walk to find food for his cubs and discovered that on the other side of the cave was an even brighter, greener forest with more animals. 
	Lia and Joey learned that day, never mess with a lion.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
				Leo decided to go back into the cave amd hide behind a rock so Joey and Lia couldn't spot him. 
	Leo saw Lia chasing Joey, screaming, "I'm gonna get you and eat that bird!"
	Leo knew this was his last chance. He ran out from his hiding spot and scratched Lia and Joey on their bellies. 
	Leo let out his loudest "Roar!" 
	Lia and Joey were scared away and ran out of the cave, leaving the bird alone. 
	"Thank you!" the bird exclaimed. 
	"You're welcome," said Leo. 
	Leo went on with his walk to find food for his cubs and discovered that on the other side of the cave was an even brighter, greener forest with more animals. 
	Lia and Joey learned that day, never mess with a lion.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
				About the Author

	Rexa is 7 years old and she is from Southern California. She loves to tackle her brother and rock climb. She wrote this book because she loves scary things! Her favorite part is when the snake grabbed the bird in its mouth. A fun fact about Rexa is that her name means queen. She hopes you like her book!
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