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			   Have you ever heard of the flying derby? It was a race where people ride on unicorns. The flying derby happened in a ginormous stadium. Princes flied on unicorns and tried to ring a bell that was very high up. The bell was hung on a steep building. The first one to ring the bell won the derby trophy. 
	One unicorn named Minimus wanted to fly, but he couldn't. Nobody chose him as their unicorn for the derby. 
	There was a little girl named Sofia who also wanted to fly in the derby, but only princes could. Sofia was upset. She was a princess and not a prince, but why should that matter?
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				All the unicorns had been chosen except Minumus. 
	Sofia asked her instructor, who was in charge of the derby, 
		"Can I fly with Minimus this year?" 
	The instructor liked Sofia and knew that she always dreamed of being in the derby. 
		He said, "Okay, but be safe. You've never flown before and have no practice!"
	Sofia felt confident that she could do it, even though everyone doubted her. 

	During the Derby

	Sofia tried her hardest to ring the bell, but she just couldn't. Everytime she got close, her and Minimus fell. Sofia and Minimus both felt sad. They were worried they were never going to fit in. 
	After the race, Sofia's sister yelled, 
	"You're a princess! You can't do it." 
	Sofia ignored her. She was determined to try again. 
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				Minimus was also so sad. He started to cry. Minimus flew very fast into the woods, ignoring Sofia as she was trying to convince him to try again. 
	"Come back Minimus!" Sofia yelled. He didn't listen.
	Minimus flew into the woods because he was embarrased. He knew everybody was making fun of him and needed to leave. In the woods, he found a large cave that he sat in for hours. He cried and cried. Animals from miles away could hear his sobs. 
	After he left the cave, he flew along the mountaintops, crying, 
	"I don't belong here."
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				Two Years Later

	Sofia had convinced Minimus to try again. They entered the annual flying derby with a new mindset and stronger confidnece in themselves and each other. 
	Minimus was sweating from how nervous he felt. The derby began and Sofia and Minimus took off towards the steep building to ring the bell. Minimus was flying as fast as he could, but suddenly there was a loud THUMP! Sofia had lost her balance and fell to the ground. 
	The other racers were watching as the ground cracked. 
	"I can do this. I can do this." Sofia repeated in her head. She got back on Minimus and they flew to the bell, trying to catch up to their competition. Sofia put all her focus into staying balanced and Minimus used all his strength to fly fast. Sofia stood up as they got closer and closer to the bell. Her tiny pinky reached out and rang the bell! 

	They were so excited! They had finally won and proved everyone wrong! Minmus learned that if you don't win, don't run away. Sofia learned that if you can't do something, don't be upset. 
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				About the Author

	Maya is from Southern California and is 7 years old. She loves to draw. Maya wrote this book because she had a dream about a unicorn derby. Her favorite part of the story is when Sofia and Minimus win the derby! A fun fact about Maya, she once broke her lip open. Maya hopes you enjoy her book!
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