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	There once was a girl named Nory who lived in Potionville, a small village where she had a lot of friends. This is her story. Her house was on a cliff in the forest. Below her was the sea and above her the sky. Nory loved to read and was currently reading a witch book.

	Nory lived with her dad and was training to become a wizard just like her parents. Her mom had died six years ago in a wizard battle in Spellbrooke. Nory was now eleven years old and her dad always said that she looked just like her mom, with the same brown hair and same sparkly green eyes. Her dad also had brown hair, but his eyes were light blue like his wizard hat.
	Nory though had a special blue birthmark on her arm. No one knew what it meant, but when Nory was born the mark glowed and all the doctors said that it was as if she disappeared for a second.
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	Her parents had wise wisdom to give her. Nory’s dad said that she had to get tougher and take more action because one day she would be the leader of the village. Before the battle six years ago, Nory’s mom had given her a locket that matched the one she always wore. Nory had kept it ever since. She had told Nory, “Remember that friendship and kindness are the most important.”

	Anyway, it was evening and Nory was swinging on her rope ladder into the ocean below her.
	“Nory, time for dinner,” her dad yelled.
	“Okay, be there in a second,” Nory replied. She gently tucked the rope ladder under the rock and ran into the house. Her dad gave her a ragged, soft towel to dry off with. Nory put the towel over her shoulders and sat down. Her dad had made a salad and ham sandwiches. He and her dad ate and he talked about her training.
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	After dinner, Nory washed up and went into bed. Her dad came in and hugged her. 
	“Goodnight,” she whispered. Nory smiled.
	“‘Night.” Her dad closed the door. Nory laid in bed. She closed her eyes and fell fast asleep.
	Tick tock! Nory awoke with a fright. She looked at the clock and it read midnight. Nory yawned and was about to go back to bed when

	... WHOOSH! Nory sat up in bed. Wide-eyed and awake she looked around. Nothing had changed except ... the window was open. Huh. Nory didn’t remember it being open before. A strange voice said, “You have the mark that lights up the dark, so here you’ve been cursed for better or worse.”
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	Nory gasped. She was getting lifted into the sky, out her windows, and into the starry night sky as high as the moon. Then Nory stopped. In front of her a portal had formed. Blue, purple, and pink were the colors that shone in the sky and Nory was getting pulled toward them.


	“Help!” Nory cried as she was about to go in. “Help!” Nory sucked in a breath. Inside the portal there were weird things that looked like ghosts and statues and in front of her, there was a blue, purple, and pink thing that looked like another portal. Nory went through the portal and arrived back in the night sky, except below her was a very big forest. 
	Then Nory looked at herself. She was a ... no. She couldn’t be. Ok maybe she was ... a GHOST! She looked again. Oh no! 
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	The spirit spoke again, “You’ve been cursed, but you’re not the first. Find the creature, before the blue moon in two days, find it and ...” Whoosh!
	“Wait!” Nory yelled. “I need help!” Nory waited but the spirit didn’t come back. “Okay, I guess I’m on my own,” Nory said, sighing.
	She decided to check the forest below her except she really didn’t know how to get down. Maybe I just look down and move towards the ground she thought.
	“OOF!” Nory exclaimed as she fell on her back. I’ll get the hang of it she thought. She brushed herself off and stood up.

	She started to walk towards the forest and saw a direction sign that read “This way to Fairytale Land” and “The Grimm World over there” and “The Animal Forest over there.” Nory wondered which one would have the animal. She loved fairytales, but something told her that it would be in the animal forest. So, Nory decided to go to ... the Animal Forest. As she walked there, her shoes crunched against the fall leaves.
	She eventually reached a big, tall wall of large logs. Nory pushed and pushed but the logs wouldn’t move.
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	“Here let me help you,” someone said.
	“Who’s there?” Nory asked.
	A boy stepped out from behind a big leaf. He had blond hair and was wearing a ragged shirt and his shorts were very dirty. He went next to Nory but instead of lifting the logs, he took out a wand.
	“Levicarda mevimarda,” he exclaimed. All of a sudden the logs began to float. They drifted to a nearby river and fell in. The beaver in the river gave him a big thumbs up. The boy turned to Nory.  “Well?”  He asked.
	“Wow!!” Nory exclaimed.  “How did you do that?”
	“My mom and dad are wizards,” he replied.


	“Are you a ghost?”
	Nory sighed and told him the story about turning into a ghost, her dad being a wizard and undoing the curse.  The boy looked surprised.  “Yeah, I know,” Nory sighed again.  “I’m Nory.  What’s your name?”
	The boy replied, “Nice to meet you Nory, I’m Jack.”  Jack told her that he can help her find the creature.  “You know,” he said, pointing forward, “we all saw a huge burst of light that looked like a fire coming from over there last night.”
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	Nory and Jack were walking towards a tree when... Graff!!!
	“What was that?”  Nory whispered.
	“I think it’s an animal,” Jack whispered back.
	Nory and Jack tiptoed to the tree and behind it the animal was eating bark and bamboo.

	“I’ve never seen anything like it,” Jack whispered.
	“Me either,” Nory replied quietly.  
	By now it was sunrise.  Nory knew she had to get it before the next night again, otherwise she’d stay a ghost forever but...
	Then, Jack yawned.  Nory was also pretty tired.  Maybe she could rest for just a minute.
	Nory whispered to Jack to close his eyes so they could rest.  For just a minute and then...  Nory and Jack fell fast asleep.
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	Tweet, tweet, tweet.  The birds sang.  Nory awoke from her sleep.  She sat up.  Jack was in front of her and had berries in a bucket.

	“Hey, you’re awake!”  Jack exclaimed.  Clearly, Jack was a morning person.
	“Hmm,” Nory mumbled.  She went to the river and washed her face.  Then, Jack handed her some berries and they looked behind the tree.  The creature wasn’t there.
	“Num num,” they heard from above.  They saw it up on a tree branch eating a leaf.  Nory had found it!  Now, because Nory hadn’t known what the spirit was going to say since the spirit disappeared, so Nory decided to catch it.  Nory had new powers so she tried to make a ghost net.
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	She imagined it and it appeared for a second but then it disappeared.  Nory kept trying, but it wouldn’t work.  Then, afternoon passed and night came.
	“What are you doing?” Jack kept asking.
	Nory just kept going.  Finally, she made the net, then captured it!
	“What did you do?!” Jack asked.
	“I captured it!” Nory replied excitedly.

	“But our rule in nature is to never capture animals!” He yelled.
	“Well, I need it!!” Nory yelled back.
	“I can’t believe you!” He screamed.
	“I never cared about you!” Nory shouted super loudly.
	Jack went quiet and ran through the forest.
	“Wait, Jack,” Nory cried.  But Jack didn’t come back.  “It’s fine,” Nory thought to herself, “I’ll just close my eyes and I’ll be normal again.”
	Nory closed her eyes and waited.  Then, she opened her eyes.
	She was still a ghost!!!
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	“I don’t understand!” Nory thought.  “Why am I still a ghost?”
	Then, she heard the spirit talking.  “Remember what your mother told you, Nory.”  Then, the voice faded away.
	Nory thought back to what her mother had said to her.  “Remember that friendship and kindness are the most important.”  Nory decided to try and release it.  
	Nory released it and put her hand on its soft scales and whispered, “I’m sorry for capturing you.”

	All of the sudden, she was lifted into the air.  Nory looked at her arm.  Her birthmark had started glowing.  The green, blue, and pink swirls surrounded her.  She felt a gust of wind on her skin.  All of the sudden, she was whisked back to the forest.  Nory looked at herself.
	She was normal again!!!
	But why hadn’t she been sent home?
	“Ohhh!” Nory thought.  
	“Kindness.  I wasn’t nice to Jack so I have to apologize.”
	“But where can I find him?” She wondered aloud.
	As if the wind had heard her, it blew towards a nearby tree.  Nory slowly walked to the tree and found Jack sitting on the ground.
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	“Hey,” Nory said.  Jack didn’t look up.  “Look, I’m sorry.  I shouldn’t have said that.”  She tried again.
	“It’s okay, I know you didn’t mean it,” Jack replied.  “But why did you capture it?”
	Nory told him about her thinking she had to catch it but she was wrong.  Jack smiled.  “Now that you’re normal again that means you can go home, right?”
	Nory smiled sadly.  “I guess so.”
	Jack told Nory that he could teleport, so that he can go see her whenever.  Nory hugged her friend tightly.

	“Bye,” Jack said.
	“Bye” Nory replied.
	Then, Nory was lifted back in the air.
	“I’ll miss you,” Jack yelled.
	“Me too!!!” Nory yelled back.
	Then, Nory went through the portal.  When she arrived back, she was whisked back to her bed.
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	In the morning, she got out of her bed and walked downstairs.  
	“Oh, you’re back!!!” Her dad cried, running to her and giving her a big hug.  “Where were you?!”
	Nory replied, “I was just feeling magical.”
	Nory smiled and winked.
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